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Editorial

We are pleased to come out with the first volume of Koshi Pravah: Multidisciplinary Peer
Reviewed Journal published by Research Management Cell, Koshi Saint James College, Itahari. This
publication aims to fulfill the gap of research, writing and dissemination in the part of teachers and
students for one and a half decade since the establishment of this academic seat. It is hoped that it will
inspire the concerned ones for further research, especially for the people connected with privately funded
colleges where research based publication is a rare phenomenon.

The articles published in this journal have gone through a tight editorial process. At first, a notice
was published for the researchers to submit their research articles to the Board of Editors. Out of fourteen
papers we received, ten were selected for the peer review process after the editorial review. Then, a single
blind peer review was conducted. Each article was reviewed by an expert (minimum a PhD in the field).
When the authors improved their papers following the suggestions from the reviewers, the articles were
taken for the publication process. Out of the ten articles published in this volume, five have been written
by the teachers of Koshi Saint James College and the remaining five by authors outside it. The articles are
from the disciplines of literature, pedagogy, management and economics.

Alisa Dahal and Madhav Prasad Dahal have written on the different causes, process and effects of
trauma. Their papers have shown how literature reflects social reality and makes the readers aware of the
causes and traumatic consequences of political upheavals in a nation. Taking Manto’s stories related to
the partition of India and Pakistan, they have separately argued that traumatic events are inhuman. Thus,
literary writers always need to promote humanity in the way Manto has done, they infer. So is the focus
of Mira Pokhrel’s paper. She has analysed corona-time Nepali poetry and has concluded that poets have
used different techniques to express their emotions through their creations so that the poems have been
able to arouse the similar emotions in the readers. The paper has shown how social reality is reflected in
literature.

The next article in literature is by Man Kumar Rai. He has analysed the characters’ dispositions in
William Golding’s novel Lord of the Flies,; and has concluded that there is an eternal conflict between the
destructive Dionysian and the constructive Apollonian forces in an individual and a society. The
personality traits of an individual and the defining features of a society are determined by the prominence
of one of these two inherent forces. The character focused analysis continues in Madan Raj Baral’s paper
on Nepali novel Bibhajit Samaya (Divided Time). This article has discussed the characters and their roles
in the fictional world. The paper has shown how the characters in the novel resemble the world the writer
has lived through. And Mukunda Ghimire’s article has shed lights on the theoretical aspects of
sociological analysis of a literary work. It has explained different elements and processes this critical lens
uses in the analysis.

Dadhiram Dahal and Kabita Khadka’s papers have dealt with English teaching and learning.
Dahal has made an experiment in his classroom, as an English teacher, on how questioning can enhance
students’ critical thinking capacity. Taking a case of teaching a short story, he has concluded that
following a certain pedagogical process to use questions in the classroom, students can develop their
critical thinking ability. This paper is useful for the English teachers to deal with a literary text in school
level classes. Khadka has reviewed the trends and researches on the opportunities the learners of English
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have gained in the present world. Finally, she has focused on the trend and opportunities in Nepal. Her
paper has concluded that better English always provides a better chance for job opportunities.

Khagendra Adhikari and Min Bahadur Karki’s paper has analysed the weak-form market
efficiency of the Nepalese stock market. It has concluded that investors have a favourable opportunity to
predict stock price and generate abnormal gain from the Nepalese stock market. Pushpa Raj Ghimire’s
study tests the socio-economic impact of joint land ownership (JLO) on women empowerment in Sunsari,
Nepal. He has concluded that JLO has a good impact on women’s confidence and capacity building.

Thus, this volume has incorporated the studies from different aspects of life and society in Nepal
and abroad. Though the literary texts have their contents from a certain time and context, the studies have
shown their universal significance and impact. Similarly, the papers in pedagogy have reviewed and
recommended the ways and values of teaching English anywhere in the world. In the same way, the
articles in management and economics, though focused on the Nepali contexts, can be samples for such
studies in other places as well. The upcoming issues of this journal will try to incorporate even wider
contents and contexts.
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Triumph of Humanity over Communal Violence and the Aesthetics of Trauma in
Manto's "Mozel"!

Alisa Dahal
Faculty of English, Mahendra Ratna Campus, Tahachal
email: rijalalisa@gmail.com

Abstract

This article explores the aesthetics of trauma based upon virtue over vice in Saadat Hasan
Manto’s story “Mozel”. As one of the renowned writers of partition literature, he has
penetrated the limitations of trauma politics that fosters on demonizing the perpetrators to
justify the innocence of the victims. Through Mozel’s character— herself a victim of
communal violence of the Partition— the writer has portrayed a humanitarian worldview on
trauma, its victims and perpetrators; and a constructive, positive and reconciliatory approach
to its settlement. A free-spirited Jewish woman, Mozel enacts nobility beyond all communal
prejudices and religiosity that her friends Tirlochen and Kirpal Kaur represent. She starkly
criticizes Tirlochen’s communal rigidity as a Sikh despite her love for him. Sketched as a
disillusioned woman from the sectarianism and identity politics of religious wars, she saves
two lives of trauma victims although they belong to Sikh community, a different faith from
her own. To argue against trauma politics for the advocacy of universal moral ground as the
aesthetic of trauma, the cultural and revisionist theories of trauma mainly of Alexander C.
Jeffrey and Gilles Deleuz have been brought into reference respectively. Mozel’s character is
discussed as a retrieved human(e) hero for her sacrificial deed of salvaging two victims of
religious riots from feminist perspective.

Keywords: partition violence, religiosity, humanitarian, aesthetic of trauma, identity-
politics

Introduction modesty. She is Manto’s agent in

contributing to bring change in people and
society through her humanistic vision of the
world that is manifested in her noble work
of rescuing and salvaging the traumatized

“Mozel” by Saadat Hasan Manto
reclaims humanity through the central
character of Mozel, a free-spirited Jewish
woman. Mozel is a woman disillusioned by

the cuphemism of ‘nationalism’ and victims of communal violence at the cost of

communal honor, the political slogans of her own life. This designates her as a

The Partition - a major part of the
Movement for Independence that resulted
in cataclysmic religious riots, genocidal
violence and misogyny. She falls in love
with Tirlochen, a Sikh, but refuses to marry
him because of his orthodox conviction on
religious dogmas and strong sense of

retrieved hero who enlightens people from
the darkness of religious prejudices to the
foundation of humanity.

The credibility of Manto’s literature
of violence is largely grounded in his
humanistic perspective on cultural trauma.
His works are esteemed by critics and
writers alike, including Gyanendra Pandey,
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author and member of Subaltern Studies,
who speaks for the “others” in his essay
“Prose of Otherness”. Manto's is concerned
with the victims, especially women
victimized by the animosity born out of
love-hate relationships in the name of
religion that has led to multiple
perpetrations such as rape, abduction and
murders. Manto shows: “the representation
of women as full-fledged human beings
with sexual desires, experiences and
individual ownership of their sexuality that
Mozel embodies in the story ‘Mozel’”
(Joshi, 2018, p. 1). Manto’s stories uncover
the real history of partition violence, shatter
the veil of nationhood and acknowledge the
trauma that it entails. His stance on the true
victims of violence turns into the virtue of
trauma because he opposes the villainising
of Muslims by Hindus and Pakistan by
India and/or vice-versa as the “others”.
Patching up the tear in the cultural and the
social fabric through such "working
through" is the voice of trauma. It fails to
address the religious contradictions for its
anti-secular identity politics and the
"othering". Hence, Manto challenges the
tunnel-vision on traumatic experiences and
proposes a peripheral approach that can
help promote universal morality, and
establish fraternity and peace.

Methods

This article follows qualitative
research methodology. So, the research is
based on some theories of trauma and
feminism. As the primary source, textual
evidence is used for analysis from the story
itself. Some relevant texts and theories are
reviewed and related to support the
argument and interpretations. Alexander
(2012) discusses a process of constructing
cultural trauma as follows: "In creating a
compelling trauma narrative, it is critical to
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establish the identity of the perpetrator- the
antagonist” (p. 19). Such “working
through” to repair a damaged social body
often includes naming and punishing those
who caused the damage but it ignores their
right to request amnesty. Unlike this
process of social healing, Manto’s
perspective on settling trauma discourages
inducing revenge and escalating the cycle
of violence. Rather, it evokes an auto-
enfolded sense of shame, guilt and ‘ethics’
as Gilles Deleuz's idea of “the shock to
thought” that forces “critical inquiry” into
the given truth (qtd. in Bennet, 2005, p. 41)
and promotes forgiveness that has a lasting
impact on human relations.

Manto’s silence in the story about
the Hindus despite their large share in the
horrendous outrage of the Partition elicits
some sense of doubt against his humanistic
mediation of trauma. But his nobility as a
true historiographer is justified by Mozel’s
sheer critique of communal sensitivity,
religious dogmas and intolerance. Her
selfless struggle and championing for
humanity overshadows any questions that
one may raise about Manto's purpose. She
advocates for Manto’s appeal for universal
morality through the aesthetics of trauma—
a humanistic approach to repair the cultural
rupture. But the political history of Partition
as a “nonviolent” Movement for
Independence ironically perpetuates the
cultural tear. Hence, the underwriting of the
real history of violence that Manto
undertakes to unravel through "Mozel" has
been explored and analyzed in this paper.

Discussion

Mogzel, the titular character, draws
readers’ attention with a strange and
powerful presence throughout the story.
Introduced by the character Tirlochen
under his first impression: “... Mozel



looked like someone dangerously mad. ...
She was wearing a long, loose white dress
with a low neckline, the better part of her
large, bluish breasts clearly visible” (Manto
& Naqvi, 2007, p. 114). This trope of a mad
woman  foreshadows her  resisting,
apparently  insane, emotional, and
subversive character, or that of a
disgraceful ‘fallen woman’, which is an
attribute to the validation of women’s
experiences and empowerment in some
feminist interpretations. And, the remark
that “Manto’s stories are testaments to
fallen humans who somehow end up lifting
themselves and others out of darkness”
(Rumi, 2015, para. 9) justifies the retrieval
of women’s agency through Mozel’s
embodiment of human values triumphant
over religious adherence and sectarianism.
The argument below scaffolds Manto’s
intended positioning of Mozel:

In fact, Mozel is in love with

Tirlochen, but she cannot reconcile

with  his strong  religious

‘Samskaras’. It is her real love for

Tirlochen, as well as with humanity,

that she gives up her life in an easy

fashion as is her way of life. Mozel,
to whom the cultured society would
look down upon as an easy-going
woman, is a great character for

Manto and his readers. (Lal, 1993,

p-3)

This observation supports Manto’s purpose
of showing power of love and humanity
over religious convictions.

Pandey (1994) appreciates Manto's
works for their articulation of the
subaltern's missing voice that speaks of the
real history of the Partition. He
recommends reading the prose of Manto
and watching the film Garam Hawa if one
wants to write about the Partition history
and violence upon which the two countries,

India and Pakistan, were founded. An
excellent work of art on trauma “presents a
literary aesthetics that seeks to instigate,
facilitate or represent a transformational
process of working-through of trauma by
successfully containing its emotionally
overwhelming content through form and
style,” argues van der Wiel in her book
Literary aesthetics of trauma (2014, p. 48).
As in Manto’s other prose works on
violence like “Khol Do”, “Siyah Hashiye”,
“Cold Meat”, Mozel stands for the
humanistic mediation of cultural trauma of
partition violence rooted in the collectivity
of the communities and provokes an
empathic but critical response to her act of
sublimity. Her smile and words of love at
the last minute of her sacrificial death are
testimonies to her compassion and altruism.
Her denouncement of the turban, at the
same moment, shockingly forces us to a
critical inquiry on the values that most of
the world religions are based on.

“Mozel” is set in the background of
a society in 1947 Bombay undergoing
communal riots along with fighting for
resilience and reconstruction after the
Partition of British India into two separate
nations: Hindu-based India and Muslim-
based Pakistan. The city is just one case of
representation among many others that
have more horrible stories of fratricide and
so-called  ‘martyrdom’  during the
Partition— stories of mass suicide of
women in Thoa Khalsa in Punjab; the
massacre in Bihar; riots in Delhi, Amritsar,
Gharmukheshwar; ~ women  suffering
perpetrations like rape, murder, abduction,
sexual assault, mutilation, dislocation,
recovery, and such at the hands of so-called
flagbearers of religion; and others. Manto's
look on women is specific— as it is with
Mozel— because it excavates the
patriarchal history of marginalized women

Koshi Pravah |



who truly are a big part of Partition and
reconstruction. The following remark adds
force to it: “Violence is almost always
instigated by men, but its greatest impact is
felt by women. And for every fire that is lit,
it is women ... [who] painfully built the
future from the ashes” (Butalia, 1994, p.
35). In the story, both Mozel and Kirpal
Kaur are victims of Partition violence,
though in different ways.

Mozel's first encounter with
Tirlochen in Advani Chambers in Bombay
leaves on him an impression of a strange
character. Her mannerisms, dressing sense,
and her noisy presence with her wooden
clogs establish her as a defiant, carefree and
retrieved woman. Her character, thus, is a
shock to the conventional trope of a
stereotypical woman in regard to her
disavowal of the social and cultural taboos.
Much of the descriptions focused on her
manly body, robust breasts under her
transparent dress, her beauty and facial
features especially the “caked and cracked
lips” (Manto & Naqvi, 2007, p. 114) relate
to Manto’s feminist concerns for women’s
liberation. But Tirlochen, befriending her
soon and falling in love with her,
interrogates himself about his negative
perception of her. Her unruly hair, bare legs
and wide strides, her stubbornness,
switching emotions, wildness, and her lack
of consideration are some strange
characteristic  attributes to her that
ultimately conclude to project her in a
different and unexpected note.

However, as the story progresses,
she manifests herself as an autonomous
woman exercising her agency over the
subjugation to patriarchy, communal
identities and religious hypocrisy. Her
comfortable avoidance of  wearing
underwear, putting on loose and transparent
gowns to allow her large, flat, bruised, blue
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breasts to heave out of, and her masculine
walking and standing postures are
challenges to propriety and female safety in
a patriarchal construct. Once in a hotel,
Tirlochen, questioning on her (flitting
relationships and lovers, gets replied:

You are a Sikh. . .. You are not

going to understand these delicate

matters. . .. Who asked you to try
and get along with me? If you want
to get along with someone, go get
yourself a Sikhni from your village
and marry her. With me, this is how
it will always be” (Manto & Naqvi,

2007, p. 115)

This apparent irrationality and freedom of
choice reminds us of Free the Nipple
Movement in New Hampshire championed
against the sexualized objectification of
women and the breach of the US
Constitution  that banned women’s
toplessness, but not men. Mozel, being a
Jew, perhaps borrowed by the writer in the
context of Partition violence, might have
certain implications as an agent to call for
humanity— the ultimate truth for peace and
coexistence, realized from the German
holocaust— the unprecedented violence of
genocide brewed out of communal
prejudices. Mozel, thus, opposes the
religious extremism, bigotry and hatred that
escalated the Partition violence to victimize
millions of people— mainly women— and
trampled everything with minimal care for
humanity.

Mozel makes fun of Tirlochen’s
religious observance, humiliates him for his
blind faith, mocks his religious rituals and
conviction on modesty based on wearing
underwear, and crudely disregards wearing
a turban and growing hair and beard as a
religious tribute. “Through Mozel, Manto
has also made fun of religious rituals and
symbols; of Tirlochen’s obsession with the



turban and long hair” (Tiwari, 2013, p. 5).
She loves this sardar but hates his turban
and this inculcates in us a sense of power
and supremacy of love over religious
differences. Instead of being incited for
vengeance to hear her persistent pressure on
him to discard religious rituals and liberate
himself from hypocrisy of religion serving
as humility, her love to him rather helps him
build up tolerance: “It was true that he often
suffered humiliation at her hands. He was
belittled in the presence of ordinary
Christian boys who were nothing. But he
had decided to withstand anything for her”
(Manto & Nagqvi, 2007, p. 115). Mozel’s
pricking critique of Tirlochen, a religious
orthodox, and her love for him sometimes
tears him apart into a state of dilemma. He
finds a sliver of truth in her arguments when
she says,
You’re a Sikh. I know you wear
silly underwear resembling shorts
under your pants: this too is part of
your religion, like your beard and
hair. You should be ashamed -
you’re an adult and you still believe
that your religion is in your
underwear. (Manto, 2007, p. 118)
Under constant nagging despite his
conviction that she will “never understand
the intricacies of this matter”, his decision
to shave his beard and cut the hair— the
condition she has put forth to marry him—
that she thinks he cannot for he is a coward,
is a distinct evidence of the vulnerability in
his religious faith. The realization that
“When he had his beard shaved and haircut,
he felt with certainty that he had been
carrying a burden that really had no
meaning” (Manto & Nagqvi, 2007, p. 119)
adds more to the weak foundation of his
religious stand. Mozel’s excitement at the
knowledge of her agency contributing to
bring change in his perception and make

him act upon it, in fact, is her expression of
contempt towards the brutality of
ideological motives and identity politics in
the name of religion.

The extreme abuse of religion at the
cost of humanity in the pretext of Partition
is subtly delineated by Tiwari (2013):

Signs and markers of personal

identity and religious symbols such

as circumcision and the Sikh turban
became crucial determinants of
one’s being. While women’s bodies
were often mutilated beyond
recognition, the sexual violence was
not limited to women but also
brought men into its orbit. The men
were either castrated or forcibly
circumcised in many cases. Sudhir
Kakkar suggests that, “Cutting off
breasts or the male castration
incorporates the more or less
conscious wish to wipe the hated
enemy off the face of earth by
eliminating the means of its
reproduction and the nurturing of its

infants.” (p. 4)

And, her excited acceptance to marry him
is not necessarily for her success in
materializing her love into marriage but an
exaltation of her success to make him
liberal in religious stand and change for
love to her. Her silent refusal to marry by
not turning up as promised before justifies
her intention.

Her hatred for bigotry culminates at
the moment of her death when she
stigmatizes the pedantry of Tirlochen,
whom she still loves, overvaluing his
turban— the symbol of his religious
chauvinism. Her final words of love and
symbolic act of removing the turban from
her body are quite enlightening: “All right,
darling, bye-bye . . .. Take away . . . this
religion of yours” (Manto & Naqvi, 2007,

Koshi Pravah |



p. 127). There, to the display of the
outrageous crowd entangled with the
illusion of religious mores, her naked body
with her “robust breasts” (p. 127) speaks of
her liberation and redemption.

But, frustrated and hardened by her
unexpected betrayal that weakens his trust
on her despite the fierce, flickering,
irresistible memories, Tirlochen thinks of
her: “a careless sort of girl . . .. She was
shameless, she was callous, she was
inconsiderate, yet he liked her” (Manto &
Naqvi, 2007, p. 118). Despite her
inconsistent character, he still feels deeply
hurt about her absence in his life but is
unable to

figure out what kind of girl she truly

was or what the fabric of her being

was. She lay by his side for hours
and allowed him to kiss her; like
soap he blanketed her entire body,

but she never permitted him to go a

step further than that, saying in a

teasing tone, ‘You’re a Sikh - I hate

you’. (p. 120)

Such a provocative portrayal of Mozel, all
open yet mysterious, is prone to criticism as
this irrationality is considered a threat to hit
at the very foundation of cultures and
religions. Against this socio-cultural stigma
is what Manto’s characters stand as pointed
out by Rumi (2015): “Manto’s work
reiterates that true morality is not silent, nor
hidden under tradition, rules or a white veil
of religiosity” (para. 10). Consequently, his
wider humanistic perspective broadens our
world view through his characters like
Mozel who overruns religious practices,
modesty and ethics to save lives of two
traumatized individuals who have different
faiths from hers.

His lost relationship with Mozel
brings Kirpal Kaur, a Sikh girl, in
Tirlochen’s life. In sharp contrast to Mozel
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is there the character of Kirpal who is
described as “a decent, chaste and pure-
hearted virgin”, shy and humble. The free,
open, inconsistent and careless Mozel, in
Trilochon’s observation, can’t understand
the intricacies that he is entangled with. She
reasons the same way: "We could never
have had a permanent relationship because
you are a silly man, a coward. I want
someone courageous” (Manto & Nagqvi,
2007, p. 121). This contrast in
characterisation between Kirpal and Mozel,
thus, serves Manto’s representation of the
women as two forms of Devi— the humble
and shy Gauri and the ‘dangerous’ and
‘mad’ Kali, respectively. Mozel’s readiness
to help troubled Tirlochen to rescue his new
beloved Kirpal, who is under the threat of
outrageous attack by the staunch Muslims,
intensifies her powerful retrieval. Mozel
ponders over the delicacy of the situation
and decides to help Tirlochen save Kirpal
and her parents and make his marriage a
success. This brings into spotlight her
sensibility, prompt decision making and
considerate nature against her apparent
profane, violent and ‘contemptible’
character. “Manto redefines long held
patriarchal notions of vulgarity and taboo
through teaming up humanism with taboo”
says Rumi (2015, para. 13). Mozel's
seeming infidelity, her interest in facing
dangers, strong sense of empathy and
solidarity for the noble cause of humanity
asks us to rethink the value of women's
power.

Out of the fiendish and emotional
Mozel whose mood switches between
laughter and anger to find Tirlochen
vacillating on his religious stance, there
emerges a prudent and loving woman
despite her hatred to his cowardice and lack
of level-headedness. The same man who
cuts his hair and beard for Mozel's love now



sticks to his faith for Kaur's love who, he
fears, will begin to hate him if he discards
his religious symbols, so stands rigid for
them even at the cost of his life if needed.
Mozel, infuriated on his recklessness,
warns him:
“Oh, your love be damned! I ask
you: Are all Sikhs stupid like you?
It's a question of her life, and you
insist on wearing your turban-
perhaps that underwear too which
looks like a pair of shorts.”
“That I wear all the time”,
Tirlochen confessed.
“That's just great! But think: the
problem now is that the mohalla is
full of Miyan bhais who are mean
and ruthless. If you go there
wearing your turban, you will be
slaughtered.”
“I don't care. If I go there with
you, I'll go with my turban on; I
don't want to jeopardize my love.”
(Manto & Naqvi, 2007, p. 121)
However, Mozel undertakes the whole risk
and asks Tirlochen to act on his own to
prepare to proceed for the rescue in the
curfewed area that sets Mozel for her heroic
journey ahead.

Breaking the silence on both a
literal level and its implications, she takes a
masculine posture that gives an impression
of'a 'macho man' and keeps herself ready to
withstand all the libels and defamation as
something normal. To our knowledge, she
is a salesgirl and is familiar with the people
and the area that might have added to her
confidence to break the curfew- an
insurgency imposed in that area which
ironically foregrounds the outrageous
attacks inside the village where Kirpal and
her parents are entrapped. Her open disobey
of curfew again is an ironic interrogation to

the ritualistic display of order and the
failure of state mechanisms to maintain it.

The imagery of silence is very
potent to set Mozel on that the writer uses
as a tool for contrast to give an ironic tone
to the story. In the curfew-induced
‘deserted’ bazaar: “the breeze blew timidly
as if fearful of the curfew. Streetlamps cast
a feeble light” but Mozel walked. . . .
unafraid and exhaling cigarette smoke
casually” (Manto & Naqvi, 2007, p. 123),
her clogs shattering the stillness. The
element of contrast between silence and
noise in the story has some irony embedded
in the characters of Tirlochen, Kirpal,
Mozel herself and the state apparatus—
curfew to control violence. Kirpal and
Tirlochen, the adamant Sikhs, who are
backgrounded with the attributes of silence,
loyalty and faith on the acceptance of
religious creeds without any questions, in
fact, stand for religious arrogance— the
root cause of violence and communal
carnage accompanying trauma. And, what
can be more ironic than the imposition of
curfew to control violence and maintain
social order as it itself is blossoming
murders, abduction, rape and bloodbath
behind the curtain? It is noticeable in the
descriptions: "It was very quiet. Although
this was a well- populated area, not a sound
could be heard, not even that of a child
crying." But inside the Mohalla and the
buildings, there: “they heard shouts of
triumph and screams of fear” (Manto &
Nagvi, 2007, p.124) that the security force
failed to hear.

This situation of dramatic irony
parallels to the gap between the Indian
nationalist history of non-violent struggle
for Independence that underwrites about
“the singularly violent character of the
event” (Pandey, 2001, p. 2) and the real
history of violence described in the
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partition literature as in Manto’s prose and
of few historiographers like Mohan Rakesh,
Khushwant Singh, Kamaleshwar, Urvashi
Butalia and Ritu Menon. One is bound to
rethink the nationalistic historiography that
“others" the real victims or overlooks the
true sufferers, after one reads the true
accounts of the unprecedented violence of
Partition as by writers like Manto, himself
a survivor. Gyanendra Pandey's subtle
observation of  the nationalistic
historiography is relevant to note at: “Stated
badly, there is a wide chasm between the
historians' apprehension of 1947 and what
we might call a more popular, survivors’
account of it— between history and
memory, as it were. This is one that
survivors seldom make: for in their view,
Partition was violence, a cataclysm, a world
(or worlds) torn apart” (Pandey, 2001, p. 4)
The irony draws out of the “official claims
and denials— often supported by wider
nationalist claims and denials - lie at the
heart of what one scholar has described as
the ‘aestheticising impulse’ of the nation
state” (Pandey, 2001, p. 7). More similar
elements of contrasts can be brought under
discussion that add to the ironic flavour to
the story furnishing Mozel’s character as a
transformer.

The frequent reference to Mozel's
large breasts that are instrumental to
capture people's attention in the story,
speaks for women's liberation and
empowerment that disclaims the mythic
silence of women represented by the quiet
and shy stereotypical virgin Kirpal with
small breasts in her diminutive body. More
to observe the irony here in the story;
Mozel, who is revolting, violent, impulsive,
pervasive, interrogative and noisy by her
mannerisms and perspective as well
testifies herself as a Saviour of human
beings pleading for morality, peace and
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universal unity that most of the religions
abide by.

More supporting evidence to the
ironic thrust can be observed in Tirlochen
walking all quiet, terrified and helpless, and
watching Mozel's boldness and experience
that she employs to tackle every barrier on
the way. His self-humiliating helplessness
to rescue his own girl and his submissive
following to Mozel must hit at the very core
of his chauvinistic mindset grown out of the
patriarchy. Besides, Mozel— herself a
victim of misogyny at the end— rescuing
another victim, Kirpal, may evoke shame in
Tirlochen who also apportions the
misogyny. The collision of this affect of
shame and trauma, gives shock to our
thought leading us to critical questioning on
the mythical role of male as the Saviour of
their women. Tirlochan’s subordination to
Mogzel reverses the patriarchal stereotypes
of both genders prescriptive of certain roles
specific to them. As Butalia (1993) argues,
“For men, who in more ‘nor-mal’ times
would have seen themselves as protectors
of women, the fact that many of ‘their’
women had been abducted . . . meant a kind
of collapse, almost an emasculation of their
own agency” (p. 19), Tirlochan is too
cowardly to protect his woman, almost a
failure to fulfill his obligation owing to the
courage endowed to the Hindu ideal hero
Ram as the Saviour. Herself at stake but yet
restrained and cautious to use any tricks,
mischiefs, dramas and techniques as safety
measures, she succeeds in giving Tirlochen
a safe entry and Kirpal a safe exit out of the
‘trouble of mysterious nature’ that entails
heart-shaking fear adding to the trauma to
both Tirlochen and herself. At a point,
Tirlochen, distinctly a Sikh, was almost
under a Muslim's attack that Mozel handles
so sensibly and humanly that compels us to
think how small differences in the veil of



religion have turned venomous against
brotherhood, co-existence and humanity.
Her question to the man: “Ai, what are you
doing? . . . Killing your own brother? I
want to marry him” (Manto & Naqvi, 2007,
p. 124) that effortlessly prevents him from
the possible killing shows how small
prejudices and petty selfishness have
blinded those to be incited for genocidal
violence and suicidal sacrifices for
religious martyrdom. Butalia’s observation
of some horrible religious sacrifices against
rape is relevant to justify the abuse of
religions against their theme of salvation:
“the number of women is much larger than
those of men— offering themselves for
death, or simply being killed, in an attempt
to protect the ‘purity’ and 'sanctity’ of
religion . . . a ‘martyr’s’ death seemed to
be the only option preferable to conversion
to the ‘other’ religion” (Butalia, 1993,
p-10). Mozel’s death, as a counter to this
‘martyrdom’, to save the lives of two
desperate lovers Kirpal and Tirlochen,
surmounts all the religious boundaries and
posits her at the zenith of her nobility as a
redeemer.

Mozel charges Tirlochen with hope
out of anxiety, patience and prudence out of
emotional and irrational performances,
order and plan out of the chaos inside the
insurgency and has good command of her
agency over his strong adherence to
religion. Even after her betrayal, he seems
overcome by her sense of altruism and
convinced of her power to take challenges
and tackle dangers that he witnesses in her
struggle for the rescue. She empowers the
nervous and terrified Tirlochen with her
words of love and positive thoughts:
“Listen, Tirloch dear— it’s not wise to be
scared. If you are afraid, something is
bound to happen. Believe me, I know what
I'm talking about” (Manto & Naqvi, 2007,

p. 124). His silent acceptance of her words
approves his subjugation to her power as a
person of experience and retrieval with a
big mind and kind heart that stands out any
sermons and preachings trodden over by the
narcissistic practices.

Tirlochen’s religious austerity and
pigheadedness always turns out to be a
threat to himself and a challenge for Mozel
to accomplish her mission. How to evade
the accusing eyes of the “mean and
ruthless” Muslim rioters from noticing his
turban round his head that he insists on
wearing at any cost infuriates and troubles
her time and again but out of this narrow
escape, comes out a more innovative,
strategic and sensible Mozel to act ahead.
Mozel's quick idea of playing themselves a
drama of being a part of those rioters and
victims at the peak point of danger to
Kirpal’s life, in fact forces us to ponder over
women’s power and role that human history
has always undermined. Torn apart
between affection to see the helpless Kirpal
and the prompt action to be taken to save
her, there emerges a fearless Mozel amidst
the chaos full of shouts and screams from
above. Simulating Kirpal into a guise that
gives an impression of her being under
rape, at the cost of her own modesty and
cultural ethics, Mozel dramatizes the whole
scenario, presenting herself as a mad
woman. While Kirpal being unclothed to
change her dress, the hypocrisy screened
under humility manifests itself in the two—
Tirlochen and Kirpal— who shun watching
each other in shame even at that critical
moment. The contempt evoked from their
meanness and the esteem enfolded from
Mozel's compassionate act with her naked
body gives the readers ‘a shock to thought’.
The whole drama she plays with her fair
and beautiful naked body is instrumental to
save the two from the possible ominous
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mishaps that otherwise might have taken
over their lives. This reminds us of
Deleuze’s idea of ‘encountered sign’ that
Jill Bennet brings into reference: “the sign .
. . agitates, compelling and fuelling inquiry
rather than simply placating the subject. In
its capacity to stimulate thought, the
encountered sign is . . . superior to the
explicit statement . . .” (qtd in Bennett,
2005, p. 37). Her openness, sagacity,
visionary power, all-pervading love,
compassion, sacrifice and prompt decision-
making; behind her vulgarity, carelessness
and irrationality, calls for the retrieval of
women’s agency against the given
humbleness and modesty as female virtues.
She breathes a sigh of relief with a smile
even just before her last breath after she
confirms Kirpal's rescue— the
accomplishment of her noble mission.

Conclusion

Hence, Manto's humanitarian voice
overpowers the thin lines of religious
differences when Mozel happily bids

farewell to her love Tirlochen for her
success to help him reconcile with his
beloved Kirpal safely. Her selfless service
for others’ happiness at the cost of her own
love and life sets herself victorious as a hero
and her sacrifice to save people by defying
the identity politics of religious and
communal  hypocrisy  sets  herself
triumphant. Her appeal to fraternity,
harmony, peace and  compassion
overcomes all the communal barriers and
resets the foundation for humanity. Mozel,
herself a victim of the Partition violence,
serves Manto's purpose of asserting the
power of trauma and pain that evokes in
readers a sense of universal morality. It is
the ultimate truth to bind humanity and is
strong enough to shatter any illusions of
‘martyrdom’ as a form of patriotism and
sacrifices  for
recognition that, in fact have led to the

religious communal
unprecedented cataclysms in  human
societies as in the subcontinent of India
born out of the Partition of 1947.

References

Alexander, J. C. (2012). Trauma: A social theory, Polity Press.

Bennet, J. (2005). Empathic vision. Stanford University Press.

Butalia, U. (1993). Community, state and gender: On women's agency during partition.
Economic and Political Weekly, 28(17), 12-24.

---. (1994). Community, state and gender: Some reflections on the partition of India. Oxford

Literary Review, 16(1/2), 31-67.

Eyerman, R. (2013). Social Theory and Trauma. Acta Sociologica, 56(41), 41-53.

Joshi, A. (2018). Manto and the Mahabharata: Individualization, ownership and violation of
female sexuality. The Literary Herald, 25(3), 1-14.

Lal, C. (1993, January). Partition and Manto. Conference, Manto, IIAS Shimla.

Lone, A. (2020, April 1). Reading Manto’s “Khol Do” and “Mozel” in times of Delhi riots.
The Daily Times. https://dailytimes.com.pk/586548/reading-mantos-khol-do-and-

mozel-in-times-of-delhi-riots/.

Manto, S. H. & Naqvi, T. (2007). Ten rupees and Mozelle: Two short stories by Saadat
Hasan Manto. Translated by Matt Reeck and Aftab Ahmad, /n Translation, 9(2), 112-
131. https://intranslation.brooklynrail.org/urdu/ten-rupees-and-mozelle-two-short-

stories-by-saadat-hasan-manto/.

| Koshi Pravah



Pandey, G. (1994). Subaltern studies 8: Essays in honor of Ranajit Guha. Oxford University
Press.

---. (2001). Remembering partition: Violence, nationalism, and history in India. The Press
Syndicate of the University of Cambridge.

Rumi, R. (2015, February 13). Manto’s women. The Friday Times.
https://www.thefridaytimes.com/mantos-women/.

Tiwari, S. (2013, June 22). Memories of partition: Revisiting Saadat Hasan Manto. Economic
and Political Weekly, 48(25), 50-58. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23527974.

van der Wiel, R. C. (2014). Symbolization, thinking and working-through: British object
relations theory. Literary Aesthetics of Trauma. 12(2), 39-56.
https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137311016_3.

Koshi Pravah | 11



12

Enhancing Critical Thinking through Questioning: A Case of Teaching Short Stories'

Dadhiram Dahal
Lecturer, Department of English, Koshi St. James College, Itahari
email: ramdahalsundarpur@gmail.com

Abstract

Using questioning techniques in teaching short stories is a tool to enhance understanding and
higher order thinking. Questioning is believed to allow students to participate in the teaching
learning process and helps to develop critical thinking skills. It is a reflective model that helps
students to evaluate a shared experience or an event so that they can identify ways to improve or
act. But many English teachers in Nepal do not teach the students how to ask the right questions.
Instead, they provide answers only. Also, the classes teaching English as Foreign Language in
our context are not equipped with adequate resources for teaching and learning activities. Such
low - resourced classes can be made engaging and effective through questioning. On this
background, this paper explores the role of questioning in teaching short stories and attempts to
implement the questioning technique in a short story included in the English textbook of Grade
12 in Nepal. To implement the questioning technique, Bloom's taxonomy is used as a tool to
propose the teaching of the short story “A Devoted Son” written by Anita Desai. This study is
based on the empirical evidence of using questioning techniques in the real classes for a week in
Koshi St. James School, Itahari, Sunsari. The study was conducted among 60 students of two
different sections using diagnostic tests, observation and discussion tools. Result of this study
reveals that the students in English classes are more engaged and activated through the
questioning technique implemented while teaching short stories and other texts in contrast with
the students who are taught without the questioning.

Keywords: Questioning, higher order thinking, critical thinking, low-resourced classes,
short story
Introduction neuro-transmission process which develops
thoughts as per the social and cultural inputs.

Questioning Technique i i )
When one encounters ideas different from his

Teaching short stories is not a new
phenomenon, but teaching short stories
through questioning can be an innovative and

stance and understanding, his brain reacts as
a rejection. Then, rejection triggers
opposition, which is another source of the
questioning. Broostrom (1994) opines that
questioning is the key ability to organize our
thinking around what we do not know. In
regards to the students, it originates from the

new teaching learning process in our context.
The source of the question is none other than
human curiosity and the nature of thinking
out of the box. Human mind is a complex
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refusal of them to accept new ideas, facts and
views. Trying to see a new point of view—or
at least being open to seeing something
differently—is an important strategy for
critical thinking. Based on the Broostrom’s
idea, we can claim that the environment
deliberately designed for arousing more
questions and refusals from the students can
be a fertile setting to develop critical
thinking.

Why do we use questions in the
classroom? Discussing further about the need
of questioning, it is relevant to highlight the
importance of it in the classroom teaching.
Questioning is a key to stimulate students’
participation in the teaching learning
process. It, further, helps the students to get
motivated at a higher level, and engage them
more intensively to explore the deeper
meaning of the texts. The primary purpose of
questioning is to test the prior knowledge of
the participants, to seek factual information,
to stimulate students’ thinking, to drive to
clear ideas and conclusions, and to stir the
imagination as well, whereas, the higher
order questions help students to engage
themselves with developing skills like
analyzing, evaluating and creating. For the
better learning outcome, it is desirable to
design the questions keeping in mind the age,
learning ability and level of the students.
These kinds of questions need to be carefully
considered as they relate to more serious
matters such as consequences and to use
questions of how and reason (Farrant, 1985).
Carefully designed questions set a good
tempo in the classroom and orient the
students to learning achievements generating
proper stimulation and motivation. Deed
(2009) asserts that strategic questions can be

viewed as a pedagogical tool for students to
represent, organize, communicate, and more
importantly conceptualize their abstract ideas
committed to their learning. To discuss
further about why questioning is important,
and to summarize the rationale of applying
questions in a language classroom, an
academic website OSU EDU suggests
varieties of purposes of it as in the following
list:

e To involve students actively in the
lesson

e To increase motivation or interest

¢ To evaluate students’ preparation

e To check on completion of work

¢ To develop critical thinking skills

e To review previous lessons

¢ To nurture insights

e To assess achievement or mastery of
goals and objectives

e To stimulate independent learning

According to Christenbury and Kelly (1983),
questioning also can:

e Provide students with an opportunity to
find out what they think by hearing
what they say.

e Allow students to explore topics and
argue points of view.

¢ Allow students to function as experts.

e Give students the opportunity to
interact among themselves.

e Give the teacher immediate information
about student's comprehension and
learning.

Research on reading comprehension
shows undisputed benefits from asking
questions.  Questions  help  students
comprehend content, and students who use
questions learn more subject matter than
students who do not use questions. As early
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as 1917, educational psychologist Edward L.
Thorndike suggested that the use of questions
and oral exercises can improve reading
comprehension. Questioning, hence, helps
students discover their own ideas, it gives
students an opportunity to explore and argue
and to sharpen critical thinking skills. It
allows students to function as experts and to
interact among themselves. It also gives the
teachers invaluable information about a
student's  ability and  achievements.
Questioning also helps students in the
comprehension of content, and it can
counteract fear of writing or general writing
difficulties.

In fact, questioning is a way of
controlling. Through questioning, a teacher
can hold the classroom with proper order and
command. Students are helped to engage in
an interaction, and their attentions towards
what is being taught can be easily drawn.
Since questioning is integrated and linked
with the development of critical thinking, the
student friendly environment is fundamental
to this technique. Research shows that
classrooms involving questioning are more
effective than the classrooms without
questioning. Questioning is one of the nine
research-based strategies presented in
Classroom Instruction That Works (Marzano,
Pickering, and Pollock, 2001). Therefore,
teachers should be aware of any changing
phenomena that take place in the classroom,
and those changes should be oriented with the
objectives they want to achieve in the
teaching and learning process. That is why,
teachers need to plan carefully before and
while teaching and consider some of the
following things:
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e Check whether everyone in the class is
paying attention to what is being taught
or asked.

A question is a key to draw the attention
of the students. Make sure the question
asked in the class is audible to everyone
or not.

e Long (1980) says that the question must
be addressed to the whole classroom
before a student is asked to answer. He
suggests that the teacher should not take
the name of the student before asking a
question. If the question is asked first to
the whole class and then a particular
student is called and asked to answer,
the whole class will be benefitted.

o After asking the question, the teacher
should take a short pause so that the
students try to recollect the answer with
attention.

e The teacher should plan different
varieties of questions before and while
the class is going on. The questions
prepared and asked during the class are
called ‘axis questions’. Long (1980)
suggested that ‘axis questions’ help
teachers and students to orient towards
the goals of teaching and learning.
These questions are supposed to be
short and comprehensive.

e Teachers should ask the questions
relevant to the age and ability of the
students.

In summary, teachers use questions in
the English classroom because questions help
students learn and develop critical thinking
skills. The kinds of questions we ask should
not be rigidly determined by any one
hierarchy but should be varied and
appropriate to the subject matter and to the



student's interests. When we ask questions,
we should give students time to think about
the answers, not bombard them with
countless inquiries. Moments of silence and
meditation should punctuate the discussion.
If we could suggest a model for the kind of
questioning atmosphere we have in mind, it
would be akin to a conversation with friends.
In such conversation, we talk as equals,
encouraging others' comments, allowing
others to wander off onto points that interest
them and pausing between ideas.

Review of Literature

What is questioning? It may be a
relevant question when one discusses the role
of questioning in the teaching learning
process. Questioning generally starts with
‘what’, expands with ‘so what’ and settles
with ‘now what’. Here, ‘what’ refers to the
understanding of the idea or event through
guessing and thinking, ‘so what’ targets to
explore the facts and implications in
existence, and ‘now what’ tries to meet the
creative range of the learners exploring the
horizon of new knowledge and solutions.
This is the level of consolidation in terms of
the new text. Questioning, being the core of
critical thinking, is given main priority to
enhance activities and understandings in a
language classroom. It also helps to promote
the participation of the students in interactive
learning activities. The variety of the
questions in terms of their type is also
significant in better development of students’
thinking level. There are various types of
questions the students can be facilitated with
while teaching a short story. Open ended
questions, closed questions, rhetorical
questions, reflective questions and probing
questions are few in the list. On the part of the

teacher, readiness for accepting various and
different perspectives and viewpoints is the
key to setting the environment for
questioning through students’ participation.
Questioning is a key factor for
creating effective learning environments
sparking the students’ thoughts inside and
outside the classroom, around and beyond the
text. It helps students to engage deeply in the
thinking process. To create an effective
classroom environment for students to higher
order thinking, questioning can be one of the
most crucial processes. A teacher is the key
to carry out this technique in the classroom
effectively. Wilen (1991) claims that through
questioning, the teacher can stimulate the
students’ responses and through which the
learning goals can be achieved more
effectively. Students' learning, thinking,
participation, and their level of engagement
depend on the kind of questions teachers
formulate and use in the classroom.
However, to explore the role of
question in developing a student's critical
thinking, it is desirable to understand ‘a
question’. Cotton (2001) suggests that “A
question is any sentence, which has an
interrogative form or function”. He further
claims that “in classroom settings, teacher's
questions are defined as instructional cues or
stimuli that convey to students the content
elements to be learned and directions for
what they are to do and how they are to do it”
(p.1). These scholars have asserted that
students’ achievements are explicitly related
to teachers’ application of questioning
techniques. On the part of the students, when
they ask questions, this leads to more talk,
higher level thinking and can result in social
and academic benefits. Through questioning
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how thinking can be enhanced from lower
level to higher is comprehensively presented
in Bloom’s taxonomy. According to Bloom’s
taxonomy, there are six thinking levels which
can be the supportive tools for the teachers to
implement higher order thinking from the
base. From the lowest to the highest,
knowledge, comprehension, application,
analysis, evaluation and creation are these
levels. It encourages and involves teachers
employing the questions from lower level to
higher level in their lessons. With higher
level questions being used when the
development of students ‘critical thinking’ is
the main teaching focus, effective teachers
may alternate between these two types of
questions in a single lesson according to
need, i.e. the questions of remembering and
understanding, and the questions of higher
level like analysis, evaluation and creation.

Methods
The Study

As the given study suggests, short
stories can be a good source of motivation,
higher level of interest in reading and
improved reading skills. The critical thinking
skills can be enhanced in pre-reading, while-
reading and post-reading stages of a short
story teaching through questioning. This
study aims to find out the thoughts and
attitudes of the students toward a short story
of Anita Desai covered in the compulsory
English textbook of Grade 12. The
participants were 60 students of Grade 12 in
management stream from Koshi St. James
Sec. School, Itahari. The lessons took place
in regular everyday classes. The lessons were
processed by classroom discussions and a
writing task based on the critical questions
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asked by the students themselves among their
groups and the teacher. First of all, the classes
were divided into two groups with 30
students in each class. The first groups (class)
was named ‘experimental groups’ and the
other class was named ‘controlled groups’.
Thereafter, the main tool of the study,
‘questioning’ was implemented in the
teaching and learning activities in the
experimental groups, whereas the controlled
group class was not facilitated with
questions. Questioning would cover the
range of remembering and understanding
levels to higher thinking levels like applying,
analyzing, evaluating and creating whereas
the controlled group class was facilitated
with traditional teaching methods, i.e.
lecturing and reading.

Processes

The process of the study to observe
the effects of questioning in the teaching and
learning outcome were implemented in three
divisions of reading activities, viz. pre-
reading, while-reading and post reading
activities. The experimental group class was
well facilitated with numerous questions
based on the text. Most of the questions of
different levels were designed by the teacher
and disseminated to the students whereas
few questions were generated by the
students while reading the text. Following
questions from the story “A Devoted Son”
were designed incorporating different levels
and used widely in discussion during the
pre-reading and while-reading stages.

Pre-reading Activities

First the students were divided into
groups so that they could have the discussion
in close proximity, and the group leader



would present their understanding to the
class. The teacher set an optimum student
friendly environment in the classroom for
engaging them in  discussion and
questioning.

Then, they were asked a few pre
reading questions:

e [s the name ‘Anita Desai’ more familiar
to you than the name ‘Lu Xun’?

e Which country do you think this story
takes place in?

e What does the title “A Devoted Son”
mean?

e What are the qualities of a devoted son
or daughter?

e What do your parents expect from you?
Do they have any dreams or
expectations that you could fulfill for
them?

e [s there any elderly person like grandpa
or grandma at your home? If yes, what
do they look like? How are they
different from the other members of
your family?

Thereafter, the students were asked to
read the story “A Devoted Son” between the
lines as the classwork.

While-reading Activities
Remembering

This is about students’ ability to
memorize and recall key information of the
text, for example, the meaning of a word or
the literal meanings of the text. The questions
asked in this level were:

e When did this story take place?

e Where did the story take place?

e Who is the main character of the story?

e What brings ambience in the house of
Varmaji?

e Name the schools and colleges Rakesh
studied in the different stages of his
life.

e How does Varmaji physically look
like?

e How is Rakesh? Describe him in a short
paragraph.

e List the names of the schools and
colleges Rakesh studied.

e Find the synonyms of the following
words in the text: dedicated, muttered,
shining, greatness.

e Name the scholarships Rakesh won.

e Why does Rakesh’s father retaliate
against his son?

Understanding

This is the second level of Bloom’s
taxonomy in which students will be able to
understand the main idea of the text, explain
the facts and describe the relationship
between the characters or events. At this level
the students will be able to understand the
situations and concepts of the text. The
possible questions are:

e Discuss the role of a traditional son in
an extended family in an Indian
society.

e What do the parents in an Indian family
expect from their children?

e How did the morning papers bring an
ambiance of celebration in the Verma
family?

e How did the community celebrate
Rakesh’s success?

Applying
At this level, students are supposed to

be able to demonstrate that they can use the
knowledge and facts acquired from the book
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and apply it to other situations, especially in
real life situations and contexts. The possible
questions in this level are:

e Do you think the Nepalese sons are
supposed to fulfill their duty to their
parents as Rakesh does in this story?

e Have you ever seen any father like
Rakesh’s in your surroundings? What
do you think a father should expect
from his son in the elderly age?

e What will be your role towards your
elderly parents? Imagine you in the
place of Rakesh and answer.

e What does the story say about the
relationship between grandfather and
grandchildren?

e Dr. Rakesh is divided between a doctor
and a son. As a son, he loves his father
and worries about his weakening health
but as a doctor he is strict on his father’s
diet and medicine. In your view, what
else could Rakesh have done to make
his  father’s final
comfortable?

e What other duties Rakesh could have
fulfilled to his father in your point of

years more

view?
Post-reading Activities
Analyzing

At this level of thinking, teachers are
expected to encourage the learners to
examine the facts of the book, distinguish
differences and gather evidence to support
what they think. This is the state when the
facts and information relate to the personal
experiences and understanding of the
students and they try their best to rationalize
their stance. In this level the questions should
begin with the words ‘analyze, interpret,
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demonstrate, calculate, solve and suggest' to
mention a few. The possible questions in this
level are:

e Write an essay on "The Parents’
Ambition for their Children in Nepali
Society". Include at least five
examples.

e Medicines replace our diets in old age.
What can be done to make old age less
dependent on medicine?

These types of questions can guide the
students towards the logical conclusion.
Their thinking ability becomes higher; hence,
this level is the stage to promote higher order
thinking.

Evaluating

This is the level which is supposed to
enable the students to assess the pros and
cons of a particular notion, question their
prior concepts, and to use their judgment for
drawing conclusions. This is the state of
drawing justifications, defense or solution for
their understanding. The possible questions
for the students in this level are:

o Justify the statement ‘Elderly age is the
age of confusion and deviation’.

e [s old age a problem for the other
members of the family?

Creating

This is the highest level of Bloom’s
taxonomy in applying the critical thinking
skills. It aims at the ultimate goal of a
student's learning process. In this level
students are supposed to create something
new and creative concept or idea.

o Compose a story of a father and son
relationship that ends with comic relief.

e Organize a debate on the role of sons in
your local social context.



e Write an essay on “Care of Elderly
Citizens” in about 300 words.

e What is the relevance of ‘Elderly
Homes’ in the modern context? Do they
make any sense?

e How do you look at the western
practice of government aided welfare
schemes for elderly people especially
above the age of 60? Do you think
such welfare schemes are essential in
your country too?

Results and Discussion

The questions designed above were
intensively used in the different levels only
in the experimental group class. The results
of the designed activities were pretty good in
the experimental group class. The students
became more active and engaging in this
class. Most of the questions were asked by
the students among themselves. Questions
created thinking environment in the class.
Their interest level and curiosity aroused
higher than in any previous classes. The

thinking level of the students was visibly
enhanced. Some of the passive students were
also activated through the questioning
process. At the end of the teaching learning
procedure, students became more and more
interactive, and their attitude towards the text
grew positively stronger. The application of
Bloom's taxonomy helped the students to
enhance their thinking level in expected
level. It also assisted the teacher to
understand the teaching learning process in
better way.

On the contrary, the controlled group
class was provided traditional environment
for reading the story. They were excluded
from questioning. As a result, they did not
become much interactive and participatory.
The students remained shy and hesitant. At
the end of the process, a post-test was
conducted among the students which was
compared and contrasted with the result of
the diagnostic test conducted in the beginning
of the study. The score tables are presented
below:

Table 1

Pre-test

SN  Group Score Process Difference
1. Control 49% Guided writing 0

2. Experimental 49% Guided writing 0
Table 2

Post-test

S.N. Group Score Process Difference
1. Control 49% Guided writing 0

2. Experimental 67% Guided writing 18%

Also, from the observation, it was
found that the students were engaged and
exhibited responsible manner for

participating in the discussion. They worked
in a group and selected their own group
leader themselves, and the most important
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thing is each of the members took turn in
having their say about the answers.

Some of the students felt hesitation in
communicating with their colleagues in
English. However, with the help from the rest
of their friends, they were able to engage in
meaningful communicative language. As a
conclusion, with the use of questioning
technique, students were motivated to be
actively involved in the classroom activity
regardless of their different levels of
proficiency.

This study was based on direct and
indirect observation of the students' behavior
and their responses in the class. The teacher
observed the subjects in terms of their
motivation and activities in the outline of the
proposed study. This study arose from the
existing classroom problem of students'
reluctance in reading in between the lines and
their lack of motivation for thinking
critically. The notion is that questioning can
arouse higher order thinking capacity and
provide an open and interactive environment
for the students, hence, this study helped to
contribute to creating a thinking classroom to
a considerable extent. This type of study is
not an entirely new study in this field. There
have been many studies conducted home and
abroad. But this study delimits its scope in
Nepal and particularly in a private college in
Itahari. As discussed above some studies

have focused on improving critical thinking
through literature reading whereas some
other studies have focused on creating a
thinking environment using questioning.
Unlike other studies, this study mainly
focuses on the empirical and observational
inputs and outputs in the English language
teaching classroom to establish a positive
relationship between questioning and critical
thinking in short story teaching.

Conclusion

The ability to develop students for
higher order thinking through short stories
can be an effective way to understand and
explore the deeper meaning of the text than
the surface meaning. Taking this idea into
consideration, teachers can
encourage students to go beyond surface
meaning and to discover the deeper meaning
instead of merely using basic literacy skills
(van Duzer & Florez, 1999). This study on
critical thinking into the story of Anita Desali,
“A Devoted Son” sums up a few crucial
points for the enhancement of thinking and
assessment among the students. First,
questioning technique can be an effective
tool to spark students’ active participation
and discussion. Second, stories can help
students develop higher order thinking
through the need-based implementation of

language

Bloom’s taxonomy in teaching activities
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Abstract

Globalization paved the way for the rapid expansion of the English language and because of this,
its horizons are being expanded day by day. This paper is an attempt to highlight and argue on
the importance of the English language in higher education in Nepal in one hand and on the other
hand, it tries to shed some light on the vocational zones that the English language has created in
the country. The study is argumentative (qualitative) in nature and it has collected pieces of
evidence of the English language’s popularity and its facilitation in higher education using
secondary sources of data. The major findings comprise that the English language has provided
an enormous contribution to the vocational zones and because of which all the universities in

Nepal have adopted the English language for teaching and learning activities, new and new
employment opportunities are facilitated, it is a key component for getting an education in
English speaking countries, and an English-speaking person deserves good status in almost all

countries in the world.

Keywords: English language, vocational zones, globalization, employment opportunities

Introduction

With the spread of globalization and
media, the horizon of the English language is
expanding day by day since new
opportunities are being created. Learning the
English language in the previous era was
considered a subject in Nepal but very
recently it has been regarded as a language
that opens a vast ocean of knowledge
(Kandel, 2014). There is not a single country
in the world that can keep itself far from
globalization and the influence of the English
language (Seki, 2015). It means that to make
a network in the era of globalization, the role
of the English language is paramount
(Goethe, 1853) since it is the master key for
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all the knowledge being disseminated in most
parts of the world. Entering the era of
globalization, every individual needs to be
competent within the field of communication
(Jacquemet, 2005), and in this regard, the role
of the English language is required both for
mastering communication technology as well
as intermingling directly with each other.
English is spoken as a second language by
more than 112 countries comprising the
ASEAN region (Shobikah, 2017) and in
Nepal; it is spoken as a foreign language
(Shrestha, 2018). Hence, the popularity of the
English language is increasing day by day.

Similarly, the world’s lingua franca,
the English language, is not only as an



educational requisite but it is required for
getting an excellent job in most parts of the
world (Jenkins, 2013) and it is the medium of
communication in most of the international
programs. Due to globalization of English,
there is an increase in the adoption of English
as a medium of instruction (EMI) among the
non-English-speaking countries (Tsou &
Kao, 2017). As private English-medium
schools always have considerably outclassed
the Nepali-medium government schools in
the School Level Certificate (SLC) exams,
this has led to having the perception of
Nepalese that the English medium instruction
is the other name given to high-quality
education (Sah & Li, 2018). Nepali parents
are induced with the English language, even
if there are government-funded schools
nearby them that deliver free education at the
school level, they prefer private schools
(Khati, 2013). It shows the power and
popularity of English in Nepali schools.

Likewise, after the membership of
Nepal with international
organizations such as the World Trade
Organization, the World Bank, and the
United Nations Organization,
multinational companies and international

various

several
non—government organizations are
established and they have created job
opportunities to Nepalese who are competent
in English along with skills required to
perform the job (Onta, 2003). Moreover,
English has a very significant status in
official use as a means of communication in
the Nepali scenario as well as it has an
important place in journalism, education,
science, and technology (Shrestha et al.,
2016). The reality is that the children who
attended good English-medium schools had

acquired a high-level of linguistic
proficiency which facilitated academic
performance and opened higher possibilities
for the jobs (Sah & Li, 2018). As higher
education has been the key to get social
prestige and honor in this modern world and
highly educated people are respected as
compared to low educated ones, but the
quality of higher education should be
maintained with the English
(Poudel, 2017). Therefore, it is a necessity of
the twenty-first century to be equipped with
the global language to be able to compete

language

with the world as higher education is linked
with the globalization of English.

Methods

The objective of the present study is
to find out the status of higher education and
its facilitation for a vocational zone in Nepal.
To obtain in-depth information, the study
employed a qualitative method to conduct the
study for making a good argument. It is
because, through a qualitative approach, in-
depth information on a particular issue can be
identified (Creswell & Creswell, 2017), and
assuming the same viewpoint this paper has
been prepared. The data for the present study
have been collected from secondary sources
which  comprised published
periodicals, academic articles, newspaper

journals,

articles, and reports from different academic
organizations. Additionally, the study first
puts forward a claim in the form of a theme
in each section of the discussion and the same
theme has been supported by using different
works of literature making relevant context.
The study exclusively relied on secondary
of data for making sound
argumentation about the claims. The claims

sources
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and their argumentation have been presented
in the following sections.

Discussion
English in Nepali Higher Education

The horizon of the English language
in Nepali higher education is expanding day
by day because of several reasons. English in
higher education in Nepal was formally
launched after the establishment of
Trichandra College in 1918 A.D. (Shrestha,
2018). Awasthi (2010) remarks that English
Language Teaching in Nepal began in 1971
after the implementation of National
Education System Plan (NESP) and when the
B.Ed. program was started by Tribhuvan
University. But the Nepalese education
system, both the school and higher levels,
have been criticized and called as a
theoretical, unproductive, exam-centered
(Poudel & Sharma, 2019). However, to
enhance the status of the English language
the government of Nepal, by now, have
established nine universities about 1000
constituent and affiliated colleges, 1500
higher secondary schools, and 42100 schools
(Sharma, 2021). Likewise, English occupies
a significant position in the total education
system in Nepal (Bhattarai, 2006).

Talking about the position of English
in school and college education, English has
been offered as a compulsory subject from
the primary level to the Bachelor’s level
(Sharma, 2010). Likewise, in the case of
higher education, English is presented as one
of the optional subjects under the Faculty of
Education (FoE) in B.Ed. and M.Ed. as well
as under the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences (FoHSS) in B.A and M.A
(Khatri, 2019). Similarly, English is taught
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for Specific Purposes (ESP) in the faculty of
law, Institutes of Medicine, Engineering,
Agriculture, Forestry, and Financial Studies

(Shrestha, Awasthi, & Pahari, 2019).
Similarly, English is the medium of
instruction and mode of expression

examination in all universities in Nepal
except in those subjects which are in the
mother tongue (Bista, 2011). These facts
establish that the emphasis has been laid on
the English language in Nepal. Thus, from
the discussion made above it is clear that the
status of the English language in Nepal is
gradually improving and the use of the
English language in higher education has
become an obligatory phenomenon, English
has been given uttermost prestige in most of
the academic institutions in Nepal.

English for Employment Opportunities

It is a very evident fact that with the
rapid expansion of the English language, new
and new employment opportunities are being
created. The globalized economy continues
to demand English language proficiency, so
English induces its acceptance in higher
education (Beacco & Byram, 2003). The
English language has been regarded as the
language of science to understand science
and technology and to get prepared for an
international career in the globalizing world
(Coleman, 2006). English  provides
opportunities to study abroad which also
guarantees international job placements
(Civan & Coskun, 2016). For example, a
study (Zein, 2017) in Indonesia found that
English was taught from the elementary to a
higher level as a foreign language, and
because of such initiation, many Indonesians
have been employed in multinational
companies with good command over the



language. Similarly, another study (Hossain,
2016) in Bangladesh reported that the
students were strongly motivated to learn
English due to future opportunities like
international ~ understanding,  academic
achievement, and employment. Likewise,
most of the European universities have
introduced the English language intending to
achieve international standards and to
improve the employability of their graduates
(Wilkins & Urbanovic, 2014). Likewise,
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics
(2014-15), due to the English language
expansion, the employments of interpreters
and translators are supposed to grow 29
percent from 2014 to 2024 as compared to
other occupations. Similarly, the study of
Pinon and Haydon (2010) on 42 companies
in five nations— Bangladesh, Cameroon,
Nigeria, Pakistan, and Rwanda— found that
those companies employed the employees
only if they are competent in English ( at least
intermediate level) and on average the salary
of English speakers was higher as compared
to the non—English speakers by 25 percent.
Likewise, in China Jin and Cortazzi (2002)
asserted that English is regarded as the bridge
to the future.

Therefore, the English language in
higher education has created many
opportunities and one of them is
employment. For example, it is very difficult
to find a being
unemployed in Nepal since s/he gets at least
a teaching job in a private boarding school
(Baral, 2021). Moreover, due to the
modernization and expansion of

multinational businesses, newer and newer

university  graduate

employment opportunities have been created.
For instance, the KFC staff in Durbar Marg,

Kathmandu needs to have good command
over the English language to obtain the job.
Not only in Nepal but also in almost all
countries in the world, the employment
opportunity has been intensified for those
who have good command over the English
language in one hand and on the other who
are higher education graduates. In a nutshell,
because of the ability to use the English
language, opportunities in
Nepal have been fulfilling day by day
because of the reasons mentioned above.

employment

Prospects of English in Higher Education

It has become a fact that the prospect
of the English language is good and in every
field of study, it is being demanded because
of various reasons. The English language has
spread worldwide and developed many local
varieties, as well as globalization, which has
made English an absolute means of
international communication (Yano, 2009).
The globalized economy continues to
demand English language proficiency so
English induces its acceptance in higher
education rapidly (Beacco & Byram, 2003).
The growth of English is flourishing at a high
speed in many countries. For example, the
educational system in Saudi Arabia considers
English as one of the compulsory subjects
from grade six to university level (Rahman &
Alhaisoni, 2013). In Malaysia, Singapore,
and other countries English is also taught
from Grade 1 which also supports the claim
of the importance of English. Moreover, EFL
countries such as China and Korea teach
English from Grade 3 onwards and in Japan
from Grades 5 and 6 to the higher level (Hino,
2018). Graddol (2006) predicted that English
might be a basic skill for all in the future.
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In the present context of the world,
families are interested in English language
education for going abroad, proficiency in
English gives individuals social status and
enhanced career prospects, both in their home
countries and internationally (Wilkins &
Urbanovic, 2014). These facts explain why
70% of all Asian students studying abroad are
at institutions in Australia, the UK, or the US
(Hughes, 2008). However, in many countries
such as China (Hu, Li, & Lei, 2014) and
South Korea (Jon, Lee, & Byun, 2014)
domestic institutions have hurried to
familiarize packages that use English as the
language of instruction in higher education.

The discussion above proves that the
prospect of the English language is good in
one hand and on the other it is being
increased day by day because of the wish to
have a quality education in the countries
where  English is natively  spoken,
employment opportunities, and business,
international (translation  and
interpretation). More importantly, learning
the English language enhanced one’s social
status, as well as the opportunity to become a
global citizen, persuaded many more scholars
from developing countries to learn the
English language in higher education.
Moreover, whenever a child goes to school,

visits

s/he starts learning the English language and
this evidence clearly exemplifies the
importance given to the English language
because of globalization, many international
seminars and conferences have been taking
place and without any doubt, it can be
claimed that the medium of communication
in such seminars and conferences is the
English language. This fact clearly illustrates
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the expanding prospect of the English
language in Nepal.

Role of English in Higher Education in
Nepal

The English language has been
enjoying its uttermost prestige in higher
education in Nepal. The role of the English
language in higher education in world
education can hardly be exaggerated since
most of the classroom practices are done in
the English language (Kerklaan, Moreira, &
Boersma, 2008). Because of the command
over the English language, Shrestha (2018)
asserts that “most of the classes in higher
education in Nepal are taught in English
language and a
specializing English can get an English
teaching job since Nepal is the plethora of
private boarding schools” (p. 2). Mostly in
the rural part of the country English teaching
jobs remain vacant most of the time since an

university  graduate

English graduate can teach not only the
English language but also other non-English
subjects, such as Environment, Population,
and Social Studies (Shrestha, 2018). In the
same manner, Hu and McKay (2012) asserted
that the higher status has been given to
countries like China, the Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, Japan, and India.

Not only being graduates but also the
status of being able to speak English enables
one to have good prestige in academic
institutions. For instance, Seki (2015) asserts:

English speaking can be taken
synonymously to the education rates
in Nepal, with English being
introduced as a mandatory subject in
high education curricula 1981, though
it did make brief, but dominant,



appearances precluding to it . . .
English speaking in higher education
is growing as a culture and it has been
gradually adopted in the grassroot
level of education in Nepal (p.17)

Besides, all local universities, and
many international universities’ affiliated
colleges have been established in Nepal for
bachelor and master levels that demand
exclusive use of the English language. For
example, The British College is affiliated to
Leeds Beckeet University, the UK,
Informatics  College  from  London
Metropolitan University, Pokhara Lincoln
College from the Lincoln University
Malaysia, to name a few (Katuwal, 2011) and
the medium of instruction in such colleges
and universities is the English language.
Because of such affiliations from different
international universities, the horizon of the
English language in Nepal is increasing day
by day, and students are persuaded to have
good command over the English language.
Similarly, Shrestha et al., (2016) advocated
that English is a must in the field of
engineering since most of the subjects are
taught in the English language and the
examinations are conducted in the English
language as well. In the same way, for
measuring proficiency in English, a practical
examination of 25 marks is taken which
measures students’ listening and speaking
ability.

Hence, the facts presented above also
prove how much emphasis learning English
has been given in higher education in Nepal,
and in this connection learning the English
language can be taken as the skill of using
master-key. It is because using the English
language students of higher education in

Nepal only can enter the vast pool of
knowledge that they want to have in their
studies.

Conclusion

Because of global expansion and the
use of the English language as the most
important language in the world, Nepalese
higher educational institutions have also
adopted it as the medium of teaching and
learning. More importantly, learning English
can be regarded as a skill in using the master-
key. It is because once one has good
command over the English language, s/he can
learn anything s/he likes (Khati, 2013). Many
studies like, (Phyak, 2013); (Khati, 2013);
(Shrestha et al., 2019); and Bhattrai (2006)
contended the importance of the English
language and supported its expansion in
Nepalese higher education which, according
to them, enabled Nepalese students to be able
to compete with other students around the
world academically. Additionally, with the
rapid expansion of globalization, new job
opportunities are being demanded by the
multinational companies in which the basic
premise remains the competency of the
English language. Foreign universities have
their affiliated colleges in Nepal which
created job opportunities on one side and on
the other students got the opportunity to
savour world-class education just staying in
their own country. Finally, it is very
important to conduct teaching and learning
activities in the English language as many of
the studies reported that English graduates
rarely stay unemployed (Shrestha, 2018).
Because of this, all the universities in Nepal
provisioned English as the exclusive medium
of teaching and learning activities and it
enabled Nepalese

graduates to obtain
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lucrative positions in many multinational
companies around the world.

Therefore, all concerned need to

skill in the job gets a job without any
reservation, and such people are given more
prestige as well. And, those who are higher

education graduates have opportunities to
obtain new types of jobs in the world of
employment.

realize the importance of learning English
since in almost all parts of the world a person
who has good command over English and
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Abstract

This paper analyses the weak-form market efficiency of the Nepalese stock market based on
daily observation from Jan 23, 2019 to Jan 20, 2021, regarding returns of NEPSE, the composite

index of Nepalese stock market, returns of banking sub-index and returns of manufacturing and

processing sub-index. The study is conducted employing five tests of random walk i.e. Normality
tests, Runs test, Autocorrelation functional test, Unit root test, and Variance ratio test. All tests

produced consistent results except for the banking sub-index and manufacturing and production
sub-index under variance ratio test and run test. It is concluded that the Nepalese stock market is

not in weak-form market efficiency. The assumptions of an efficient stock market may not be

materialized in the Nepalese context being a small and young market. The findings of the study

report that investors have a favorable opportunity to predict stock price and generate abnormal

gain from the Nepalese stock market.

Keywords: market efficiency, NEPSE, stock market, random walk

Introduction

There are two popular theories
regarding the price behavior of securities-
Dow theory and the Efficient Market
Hypothesis (EMH). Dow formulated a
hypothesis that the stock market does not
perform on a random basis but is influenced
by three distinct primaries, secondary and
minor trends that guide its general direction
(Fisher & Jordon, 2009). Roberts (1959)
stated that the underlying economic facts and
relationships are important; many also
believe that the market's history contains
"patterns" that give clues to the future if only
these patterns can be properly understood.
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Another theory of security price behavior is
the efficient market hypothesis. Hirt and
Block (2009) stated that an efficient market
is one in which new information is very
rapidly processed so that prices are an
unbiased reflection of all currently available
information. Therefore, the security prices
are unbiased and random, and they cannot be
predicted.

Fischer and Jordan (2009) stated that
the efficient market model (or hypothesis) is
a special case of the random walk model
(RWM). EHM and RWM are frequently used
as synonyms of each other. Levy (1967)
classified EMH into weak form EMH and
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strong form EMH, whereas Fama (1970)
divided EMH into strong form, semi-strong
form, and weak form EMHs. Reily and
Brown (2012) stated that "the weak-form
EMH assumes that current stock prices fully
reflect all security market information,
including the historical sequence of prices,
rates of return, trading volume data and other
market generated information, such as odd-
lot transactions and transaction by market
markers" (p.141). There are many profit-
maximizing participants analyzing and
valuing independently, new
information regarding securities randomly

securities

comes to the market, and the timing or
arriving and announcing are also random.
Moreover, finally, the buy and sell decisions
of all those profit-maximizing investors
cause security prices to adjust rapidly to
reflect the effect of new information, so the
capital market should be efficient.

Review of Literature

Efficient capital or financial market is
equally important for the investors, business
community and the government. In recent
decades  governments and  business
organizations realize the importance of
capital markets in economic growth (Nisar &
Hanif, 2012). The country whose financial
market, especially the stock market, is
efficient is generally considered by foreign
financial institutions and investors as a
potential choice of global diversification
(Sodsai & Suksonghong, 2018).

An efficient financial market is
necessary for developing countries like Nepal
to attract foreign investment, both direct and
portfolio. Many studies have been conducted
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to test the market efficiencies in developed
and developing countries. The empirical
studies have produced mixed results
concerning the efficient market hypothesis.
Some empirical studies have produced results
in the efficient market hypothesis, whereas
some empirical studies have produced
inconsistent results with the efficient market
hypothesis.

Chaudhary and Wu (2003); Grieb and
Reyes (1999); Lo and Mackinlay (1988);
Poterba and Summers (1988); and Urrutia
(1995) found inconsistent result with EMH,
but at a similar time, Chaudhary (1997);
Huber (1997); Kawakatsu and Morey (1999);
Liu and Song (1997); Narayan and Smyth
(2004); and Narayan and Smyth (2005) found
consistent results with EMH. Different
researchers use different statistical tools to
test the market efficiency. The most
frequently used tools are event studies,
looking for patterns, examining performance,
run tests, filter tests, reversal effect test etc.
(Fischer & Jordan, 2009, Alexander, Sharpe
& Baily, 2002). One of the causes of having
different results may be the use of different
tools for testing.

Fama (1970) conducted a study on
efficient capital markets in the form of review
of theory and empirical work. The study
reviewed the theoretical and empirical
literature on the efficient capital market
model. The research concluded that weak-
form market efficiency is fair and strongly
supports the hypothesis of an efficient
market. It found that the day-to-day price
changes and returns on common stock follow
the theory of random walk. Similarly, Fama
and French (1988) stated that NYSE has a



negative serial correlation in market returns
over observation interval of three to five
years. The evidence means that stock returns
do not follow random walk theory and stock
predictable. This finding
contradicts the previous evidence of Fama
(1970).

Narayan (2006) investigated the
behaviour of the US stock prices employing
an unrestricted two-regime Threshold
Autoregressive (TAR) model with an
autoregressive unit root. The study used
monthly stock price (NYSE common stocks)
data for 1964 to 2003. The main finding of
the study was that the US stock price was a
nonlinear series that characterized by a unit
root test which was consistent with the
previous studies reported by Fama (1970);
Chaudhary (1997); Huber (1997); Kawakatsu
and Morey (1999); Liu, Song, and Romilly
(1997); Narayan and Smyth (2004); and
Narayan and Smyth (2005).

returns are

Hamid et al. (2010) conducted a study
to test the weak-form market efficiency of the
stock market returns of the Asia Pacific
region employing Autocorrelation, Ljung-
Box, Q-statistic test, Runs test, Unit root rest
and variance ratio test. The study used
monthly observation for the period January
2004 to December 2009. The study
concluded that no one market was weak-form
efficient and strongly rejected the random
walk hypothesis. This result was consistent
with the previous evidence of Fama and
French (1988); Chaudhary and Wu (2003);
Grieb and Reyes (1999); Lo and Mackinlay
(1988); Poterba and Summers (1988); and
Urrutia (1995).

GC (2010) conducted a study and
examined the weak form of market efficiency
and random walk behaviour of Nepalese
stock market employing different tests;
autoregressive conditional heteroscedasticity
test, autocorrelation test, runs test, unit root
test and variance ratio test. The study used
1970 daily observation from 2003 to 2009 of
the general NEPSE index and seven sub-
indices in the Nepalese stock market. The
study found that the random walk hypothesis
was strongly rejected by all the tests for daily
observation sub-indices in NEPSE. The study
concluded that the Nepalese stock market is
inefficient in a weak form.

Dongol (2011) analyzed the random
walk behaviour and weak form market
efficiency on daily and weekly market
returns of all share price index and nine
sectored indices in NEPSE employing
variance ratio test as methodology. The study
found that the observed and corrected weekly
indices rejected the random walk hypothesis
and concluded that market participants have
opportunities to predict stock price and earn
abnormal returns from the Nepalese stock
market. On the other hand, daily observed
and corrected returns was consistent with the
random walk hypothesis in the overall and
development banking sector.

Nguyen et al. (2012) examined the
weak-form efficient market hypothesis of the
Taiwan stock market using Dockery and
Kavussano's multivariate model. The study
concluded that the Taiwan stock market was
inefficient and hence, strongly rejected the
efficient market hypothesis. The result was
consistent with the previous studies of Fama
and French (1988) and Hamid et al. (2010).
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However, the report contradicted with pieces
of evidence reported by Fama (1970) and
Narayan (2006).

Sodsai and Suksonghery (2018)
analyzed the weak-form efficient market
hypothesis for the Thai stock market
employing multiple variance ratio tests. The
results revealed that the Thai stock market
was efficient in weak form and strictly
followed the random walk behaviour of stock
price, which was consistent with the studies
reported by Fama (1970) and Narayan
(2006). However, the small capitalization
index provided shreds of evidence against a
weak form efficiency hypothesis and hence,
consistent with the results reported by Fama
and French (1988), Hamid et al. (2010) and
Nguyen et al. (2012).

Kumar and Ruhi (2019) examined the
efficient market hypothesis in the Indian
stock using closing prices of 31 companies
listed on the SENSEX, Bombay, India. The
data were analyzed employing
Autocorrelation, correlogram, and runs test.
The result showed that the prices of 30
companies followed the random walk model,
which was consistent with the shreds of
evidence of Fama (1970); Narayan (2006);
and Sodsai and Suksonghery (2018). In
contrast, only one company stock prices do

not follow the random walk hypothesis.

From the above works of literature on
weak-form market efficiencys, it is concluded
that the majority of the developed countries'
stock prices are formulated randomly, and
stock markets are efficient in weak form.
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Whereas, in the majority of developing
countries' stock prices fail to support random
walk behavior in the weak form. The main
reasons behind this
methodological differences, the timing of the

inconsistency are

study, location of the market, i.e. developed
versus developing economies, sample size,
etc. This study utilized another data sets of
Nepalese stock market to test weak form of
market efficiency for another time period.

Methods
Data

The necessary data were collected from
the website of Nepal Stock Exchange
Limited (NEPSE). The data were collected
from Jan 23, 2019 to Jan 20, 2021, regarding
daily returns of NEPSE, the composite index
of Nepalese stock market, daily returns of
Banking sub-index and daily returns of
manufacturing and Processing sub-index.

Tests

Five methods, namely normality test,
runs test, autocorrelation function test, unit
root test and variance ratio test, were
selected.

Normality Test

According to the statistical rule, the
distribution of random occurrences will
conform to a normal distribution. So, if
proportionate price changes are randomly
generated events, then their distribution
should be approximately normal. The
Kolmogorov-Smirnov test and Shapiro-Wilk



test were applied to test the normality or
randomness of the data. An insignificant
result supports the randomness.

Run Test

The run test is a non-parametric test, and it is
used to determine whether the order or
sequence of observations in a sample is
random (Black, 2013). An insignificant result
of the run test indicates the randomness in the
sequence. The test statistic is obtained
following the equation given below:

/= (R-Ur)/Gr (1 )
Where,

Ur =2n1 no/(ni+n2) + 1

2nin2(2nin2-ni-n2)
(n1+n2)2(n1+n2-1)

]

or=V[

R= observed number of runs

U= Expected number of runs

n; & ny= observed positive and negative runs
Autocorrelation Function Test

The third test applied to examine
weak form EMH was the autocorrelation
function test. Autocorrelation is self-
correlation or serial correlation. To have
should be

negatively

sequence random, there

statistically ~ positively  or
insignificant Autocorrelation up to one-
fourth lags (rule of thumb). Here, the data is
very large, so the Autocorrelation up to 16

lags was tested.
Autocorrelation is obtained as;
Pk =COV (Y:i— Y1)/ Var(Yy) (2)

Py =Autocorrelation

COV (Y4, Yi1) = Covariance between Y and
Y1

Var (Y)= Variance of Y
Unit Root Test

Unit root test is a statistical tool
that is used to test whether there is
stationarity in the time series data
(Wooldridge, 2013). When there is a unit root
in time series data then it is inferred that it is
nonstationary in time series data. Hassan,
Shoaib, and Shah (2007) suggested that unit
root can be used to test the market efficiency.
Market efficiency needs unit root or non-
stationarity or randomness in time series data.
Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) test was
selected to test unit root, and insignificant
result supports the market efficiency. ADF
test was carried out by testing the following

equations.

AY(=0Yu1 FAAY L + e 3)
AYi=A+0Yu FAAY w1 + e “4)
AYi=A+ Bt+0Yw1r tAAY w1 + e (5)
Where,

0=P-1

When 6 = 0 then p = 1 and unit root exists in
time series data. The null hypothesis of the
unit root test is unit root exists in data series,
so we need insignificant test results for
verification of weak-form market efficiency.
Equation (3) is without intercept (A),
equation (4) is with intercept and equation (5)
is with intercept and time trend (t).
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Variance Ratio Test

The last method selected for the test of
market efficiency was the variance ratio test.
The method was proposed by Lo and
Mackinlay (1988). According to them, in
order to have time-series data random, the
variance of the q period should be q times the
variance of the one period difference, i.e. the
variance ratio must be unity. This test can be
carried out under the assumptions of both
homoscedasticity and heteroscedasticity
asymptotic distribution. Chow and Denning
(1993) proposed multiple variance ratio tests.
It is similar to the variance ratio test, but it
tests all intervals variances jointly. So, here
the multiple variance ratio was used to test
the randomness. An insignificant result
supports the randomness in time series data.
Sodsai and Suksonghong (2018) provided a
simplified version of Lo and Mackinlay
(1988) variance ratio test and Chow and
Denning (1993) multiple variance ratio test.

VR@= D (6)

Where,
0 %(q) = 1/q times the variance of g- period

o %(1) = variance of one period

()= Tl Kt =Xt —1-4') ()
Where,

W= Bl (Xt — Xt = 1)

62(Q) =7 Ttma (Xt =Xt —q = qu")?  (®)
Where,

Tq=(T-g-1) (1-7)
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According to Lo and Mackinlay (1988), the

randomness test statistics under

homoscedasticity and heteroscedasticity

asymptotic  distribution are  obtained

differently as follows:

Z(q)=[ VR(q) - 1] [s*(@)] " ©)

The estimator s?> under the assumption of
homoscedasticity in time series is obtained
from:

S/\2 — 2(26]—3]6.1)7561—1) (10)

The estimator s*2 under the assumption of
heteroscedasticity is obtained from:

Ay — —-1,2(q—j)2 .
B L (an
Where,

Nl (Xt =1 —u")2 (Xt —u")?]/
[Xioj+1 (Xt =1+ u")2] 2 Z(MV) =max

1<i<m|s"*qi| (12)
Where,

Z(MV) is multiple variance ratio test statistic.
S? as defined in equations (10) and (11).

Following hypotheses were developed to test
applying the above methods.

1. Daily returns of the NEPSE index
follows the weak form of market
efficiency.

2. Daily returns of the Banking sub-
index follow the weak form of market
efficiency.

Daily
processing sub-index follow the weak form

returns of manufacturing and

of market efficiency.



Results and Discussion

Descriptive Statistics

Descriptive statistics of daily returns of

NEPSE and its other two sub-indexes before

Table 1

applying above mentioned five methods are
shown in table (1).

Descriptive Statistics of Daily Returns of NEPSE and its Two Sub-indexes

Statistics NEPSE Banking Mfg. & Proc.
Mean 0.174 0.1473 0.586
Median 0.083 0.0053 0.005

Std. Dev. 1.437 1.902 10.215
Skewness 0.001 0.462 14.126
Kurtosis 5.606 19.632 272.549
Minimum -6.04 -14.66 -65.11
Maximum 6.06 14.83 187.52

Source: Annual report of NEPSE and authors’ calculations.

Normality Test

Table (2) represents the results of the
normality test of three indices' daily returns.
HO of normality test of the distribution is

Table 2
Results of Normality Test

normal, so we need the statistically
insignificant result to have a normal
distribution. According to statistical rule, as
explained in the method, random sequence

approximately normally distributes

Indexes K-S Statistic Sig. S-W Sig.
statistic

Daily Return on NEPSE 0.116 0.000  0.885 0.000

Daily Return on Banking sub-index 0.177 0.000 0.754 0.000

Daily return on Manufacturing and 0.343 0.000 0.165 0.000

Processing sub-Index

Source: Annual report of NEPSE and authors’ calculations.
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Normality of the data was tested using
Kolmogorov-Smirnov(K-S) test and
Shapiro-Wilk(S-W) test. The results of both

Runs Test
Table 3

Results of Runs Test

tests were statistically significant, proving
that the distribution was not normal or
random.

Statistics Daily Return on ~ Daily Return on Daily return on
NEPSE Banking sub-index Manufacturing and
Processing sub- index

Test Value Median 0.08 0.01 0.000

Cases < Test Value 212 212 211

Cases > Test Value 213 213 211

Total Cases 425 425 422

Number of Runs 177 184 209

zZ -3.545 -2.865 -0.292

Sig. 0.000 0.004 0.770

Source: Annual report of NEPSE and authors’ calculations.

The null hypothesis of the runs test (HO) is
that the order or sequence of observations is
random, so we need the statistically
insignificant result to verify the efficient
market hypothesis. The test result showed
that the daily returns of the Manufacturing

Autocorrelation Test

and Processing sub-index are random since
its p-value is greater than 0.05, but other
results significant, proving no
randomness. The result of the run test was not
consistent with the results of the normality
test with respect to the Manufacturing and

Processing sub-index.

WwWCEre

Table (4) shows the results of the autocorrelation test.
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Table 4

Results of Autocorrelation Test (AC)

Lag AC Q- sig. AC Q-Stat  sig. AC Q-Stat  sig.
Stat
NEPSE Banking Mfg.&
Proc.
1 0.087 3.2355 0.072  -0.067 19032 0.168  -0.309 40.571 0.000
2 -0.051 43437 0.114 -0.135 9.7662 0.008  -0.002 40.572  0.000
3 0.055 5.6327 0.131  0.09 13.254 0.004  -0.001 40.572  0.000
4 0.133 13.256 0.01 0.068 15.275 0.004  0.014  40.652 0.000
5 0.047 14.226 0.014 -0.005 15287 0.009  0.004  40.657 0.000
6 0.019 14386 0.026 -0.013 1536  0.018  -0.004 40.665 0.000
7 0.042 15.138 0.034  0.026 15.65 0.029  -0.01 40.708  0.000
8 0.032 15.581 0.049 0.005 15.659 0.048  0.005  40.717 0.000
9 0.006 15.595 0.076  -0.07 17.776  0.038  -0.004 40.724  0.000
10 -0.067 17.574 0.063 -0.112  23.263 0.01 -0.013  40.794  0.000
11 0.066 19.492 0.053 0.09 26.783 0.005  0.005  40.803 0.000
12 0.036 20.064 0.066 0.116 32.678 0.001 -0.014  40.893  0.000
13 -0.096 24.116 0.03 -0.088  36.099 0.001 0.009  40.928 0.000
14 -0.039 24.798 0.037 -0.067  38.068 0.001 -0.018  41.071  0.000
15 -0.035 25.348 0.045 -0.012  38.13  0.001 -0.006  41.085 0.000
16  -0.046 26.285 0.05 -0.053 39369 0.001 0.006  41.103 0.001
Statistically insignificant autocorrelations the autocorrelations were statistically

show that the time series data are independent
of each other, i.e. they are randomly
generated, but our result showed that most of

significant, and we concluded that the daily
returns of three index did not follow random
walks theory, but they followed Dow Theory.
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Unit Root Test
Table 5
Results of Augmented Dickey-Fuller Test

NEPSE Banking Mfg. & proc.

t-statistic ~ sig.  t-statistic = sig.  t-statistic sig.
Without intercept -18.5991  0.000 -17.07109 0.000 -28.07128 0.000
With intercept -18.825 0.000 -17.23891 0.000 -28.17334 0.000
with intercept and trend -19.0696  0.000 -17.33336 0.000 -28.16986 0.000

We applied an augmented Dickey-Fuller test
to test the unit root. It was conducted on daily
of NEPSE, banking sub-index
(Banking) and Manufacturing and Processing
sub-index (Mfg. & Proc.). The null
hypothesis of this test is daily return series
contains a unit root. Our test results fail to

returns

Variance Ratio Test
Table 6

Results of the Variance Ratio Test

accept the hypothesis, i.e. the daily return
series contain a unit root since Mackinnon's
one-sided p-value is less than 0.05, and we
can conclude that daily returns of NEPSE,
banking sub-index and Mfg. and Proc. Sub-
index are not in a weak form of market
efficiency.

Index Homoscedasticity Heteroscedasticity
|z|-statistic Sig. |z|-statistic ~ Sig.
NEPSE 8.6870 0.000 3.7636 0.000
Banking 9.6341 0.000 2.4426 0.057
Mfg. & Proc. 12.6680 0.000 1.4124 0.497

Variance ratio test was conducted on daily
return series of NEPSE, banking sub-index
(Banking) and Manufacturing and Processing
sub-index (Mfg. & Proc.) under the
assumptions of homoscedasticity and
heteroscedasticity asymptotic distribution,
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respectively. Here, we applied a multiple
variance test ratio, and the null hypothesis of
the test is daily return series is random. The
results under the assumption of the
homoscedastic distribution of three indices
were consistent, and the test rejected the null



hypothesis since p-values are less than 0.05.
Therefore, we conclude that the daily return
series of  NEPSE, banking, and
manufacturing and Processing are not
consistent with the efficient market
hypothesis under the assumption of
homoscedasticity asymptotic distribution.

The results under the assumption of
heteroscedasticity of three indices were not
consistent. The test result of NEPSE daily
return rejected the null hypothesis, but the
test results of banking and Manufacturing
and Processing supported the null hypothesis.

Most of the test results of the above
rejected the weak-form efficient market
hypothesis, so we can conclude that the
securities prices or returns in the Nepalese
stock market are not in the line of weak-form
market efficiency, and they do not follow
random walks theory, but they follow Dow
theory.

Conclusion

This paper examines the weak-form
market efficiency hypothesis in the Nepalese
context using normality test, runs test,

autocorrelation function test, unit root test
and multiple variance ratio test method. All
tests produce consistent results except for the
Banking sub-index and Mfg. and proc—sub-
index under variance ratio test and Mfg. and
Proc. sub-index under runs test. This paper
concludes that the Nepalese stock market is
not in weak-form market efficiency. This
conclusion is in line with past studies in the
Nepalese context (G. C., 2010; Dangol, 2012;
and Bam, Thagurathi, & Shrestha, 2018).
There are many assumptions for the stock
market being efficient (Copeland, Weston, &
Shastri, 2007). The assumptions may not be
materialized in our context, being small and
young market. Investors' behaviour and
decision-making style also impact market
efficiency. Herd behaviour and hasty
decision among Nepalese investor are
common phenomena (Rishal & Khatiwada,
2019). From these we conclude that being
Nepalese stock market inefficient is logical
but it is not favorable for investors as well as
for economy. Policy makers and regulators of
stock market should materialize requirement
for efficient stock market.
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Abstract

This article, based on Saadat Hassan Manto’s short story “Toba Tek Singh”, attempts to explore
the effect of the decision of diplomatically agreed exchange of lunatics of Lahore asylum from
the perspective of war, violence and trauma. The decision was made between the two newly
formed nations, India and Pakistan, just after some time of their partition in 1947. The madmen
were forcibly brought to the border on the trucks and they were to be exchanged on the basis of
their religious faith. The Hindus and the Sikhs were going to be deported to India and the
Muslims to Pakistan. This paper investigates how violence, beyond physical injury, hurts one’s
psyche pushing the victim to a loss of language and memory. It uses the theory of violence and
trauma to study the effect of partition. Reflecting on the meaning disorder, it analyzes the
traumatic shock that is conveyed through blurry words that sound insensible according to the rule
of semantics. Revisiting the common notions of lunacy, it examines how expressive aphasia and
functional amnesia impair the major character of the story. Its finding suggests that the trauma

and psychological breakdown caused due to partition violence can lead one to a state of

expressive aphasia and functional amnesia.

Keywords: expressive aphasia, functional amnesia, partition, psyche, trauma

Introduction

The political decisions of the states
often have direct impact on the everyday
lives of the general people. When it comes to
having agreement on particular issues
between the two countries, a large number of
people of several countries are affected.
Moreover, when it is the decision of the
partition of a country into two, millions of
people suffer from it. Such decisions are
always followed by unimaginable riots.
Tiwari (2013) writes that in the ferocious
massacre that followed the partition of India
and Pakistan, at least a million Muslims and
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Hindus lost their lives (p. 50). Singh (1969)
writes that the partition violence took a toll of
more than 500,000 lives and uprooted ten
million people from their homes (p. 501).
Not only the sane people suffer from such
holocaust, physically disabled and the
inmates of asylum also get affected. George
(2007) claims that during the partition months
of India and Pakistan, violence against
women (in the form of sexual assault,
mutilation, murder, and abduction) rose to
unprecedented levels (p. 136). In spite of
their innocence, the case of women was so
pitiable that touches too painfully on sensitive
nerves (Mansergh, 1965, p. 1). For Nancy



(1991), the partition event is the gravest and
most painful testimony of dislocation or the
conflagration of community (p. 1). The
survivors from the events also suffer from
trauma as the bleak picture of the whole
violence they witnessed is always there in
their memory. Manto (1994) presents a
realistic picture of the then society in his story
“Toba Tek Singh”. His characters suffer from
different stages of aphasia and amnesia. This
study concentrates on how major characters
like Bishan Singh suffer from the loss of
language ability and functional memory.

In the general terms of the word,
aphasia is the loss of language ability
affecting the production and comprehension
of speech. It results due to various reasons
like brain injury or strokes. It is of different
types. Expressive aphasia is one of its types.
Individuals  suffering from
aphasia have trouble speaking fluently and

expressive

sensibly. Such people have difficulty in
producing grammatically correct sentences
and their speech is limited. It results not only
due to physical injury, but may also happen
due to a shocking event that takes place
affecting us. Similarly, amnesia is the loss of
memory. Both of these states are caused from
a visible or invisible injury, shock or wound.
The British medical journal document under
the article “Aphasia and Kindred Disorders
of Speech” (1926) states:

Aphetic patient is speechless under
the stress of emotion; he can however
understand what is said to him, while
unable to repeat words. He suffers
from verbal amnesia, on the other
hand, though he cannot pronounce
words, cannot appreciate the meaning
of words-that is he has lost the special

memory of both spoken and written
words, and consequently cannot use
words to express his ideas; he is
suffering from what others have
called ‘sensory aphasia’. (p. 647)

In Manto’s “Toba Tek Singh”, the
protagonist of the story Bishan Singh suffers
from these states. The inmates of Lahore
asylum get affected by the partition of India
and Pakistan. When the officials of both
countries decide to transport the lunatics on
the basis of their religious beliefs, this
decision shocks them and leads to aphasia
and amnesia.

Manto was a story writer from India
before the two countries partitioned. He was
drawn to the geography that was later known
as Pakistan. His new nationality was the
outcome of a few handful elite class
authorities in the then government of both
countries against whom he protested through
his writing. Geographical boundary, for him,
did not make much sense. He had a
transnational character. The barbed wires
could not determine his location and
nationality. He wanted to enjoy freedom like
the birds that can fly to any geography of the
entire world. He took the partition decision
made by a handful of diplomats as a
thoughtless event. He opposed it openly in
spite of the fact that he was under the
surveillance of the authority that wanted him
to stop his opposition. Ispahani (1998)
described, in his partition stories, Manto
conveys, as no historian could, as no
politician would, the disorientation, the
mystification, the shroud of nonsense that fell
upon the subcontinent in 1947 (p. 190).
Several times he was also questioned by the
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court law for his opposition of the state
decision and obscenity in his writings.

The story “Toba Tek Singh” was
written just after the partition of India and
Pakistan. The partition, for Mushirul Hasan
(2004), was profoundly a religious event for
both sides and an agony over religion (p.
103). The story captures the irrational
violence of the Communal Holocaust
graphically (Ramakrishnan, 1996, p. 167).
So, it is on the theme of overall effect of this
partition on the people of entire subcontinent.
The story portrays the pain on the part of
people though the elites who made the
decision of partition were not at all affected
by it. Manto records, with compassionate
humor, the odd, often astute responses of the
lunatics to the news about their imminent
displacement. The inmates of the asylum are
at natural confusion; they are not quite sure
where India is, or where Pakistan is, or where
the asylum itself is. One lunatic climbs a tree
and declares, "I wish to live neither in India
nor in Pakistan. I wish to live in this tree"
(Ispahani, 1998, p. 191). Bishan Singh’s bold
statement about his decision to live neither in
India nor Pakistan has variously been
interpreted. Singh (2021) has interpreted it
with an ecocritical lens. He feels Bishan
Singh acquires the name Toba Tek Singh, by
virtue of his oneness with, and love for his
native place (p. 2). His intense associations
with this place play an important role in
shaping his personhood. His death at the
liminal place of the border can be read as a
powerful narrative of resistance against the
dominant political and national discourse of
the times, reflecting Manto’s own
disagreement over the partition.

| Koshi Pravah

The major character Bishan Singh, a
madman in the story, resists the decision of
transporting the Hindu lunatics to India and
Muslim ones to Pakistan. He not only resists,
but also challenges the state authority and
disallows them to fix his nationality. He
typically stands on his bare and swollen feet
for fifteen years decrying and protesting the
decision of exchanging lunatics. The trauma
caused by the shocking decision makes him
so awkward that he cannot further express his
protest with the words available. The
decision of the high-profile persons of the
states takes away his language ability from
him. He not only suffers from expressive
aphasia but also from functional amnesia.
This leads him to a state when he accepts his
death in the no man’s land rather than
accepting the state order. This is an extreme
state of trauma. Here, his transnational
character ~ denounces all  avaricious
geographical physical boundaries. In this
context, this study wants to explore what
pushes Bishan to suffer from trauma, why he
does not obey the state decision and how he
opposes it. It tries to study how the traumatic
effect can lead Bishan to a state of expressive
aphasia and functional amnesia. This study
adds an insight on traumatic effects like
aphasia and amnesia resulted due to partition.
At the same time, it reflects how the partition
of a country may set ground for an irrational
violence impacting thousands of lives.

Review of Literature

Manto and his works have received a
huge critical attention from a number of
critics. Evaluating Manto’s characters
Hashmi (2012) asserted that Manto’s
characters leap off the page straight to the
readers’ heart (p. 5). Manto has indeed made



his characters unique. Many of his characters
are memorable and feel like real. Their plights
are similar to the plights of people from
everyday life.

Manto wanted to maintain national
harmony by writing. His partition stories are
sociopolitical ~satires on typicality and
incongruities of the time. By writing, he wanted
the concerned authorities to correct those
anomalies. However, Koves (1997) asserted
that his partition stories did not subvert the
myth of national communities based on
religion even though they undercut various
elements of that ideology (p. 2148). The social
impact of a writer is long term mission, yet
Manto wanted to connect narratives with social
reality of the time hoping that they would draw
people’s attention.

Passing comments on Manto’s stories
that reflect partition violence, Flemming
(1977) described them as “essentially a
collection of anecdotes”. They depict
“looting, murder, rape, frantic attempts at
escape or concealment, and police corruption
and participation in the violence”. Flemming
further claimed that all anecdotes have the
theme of man's inhumanity to man, and
especially the man of “other” religious
community (p. 100). The religion was
basically the cause behind partition. The
differences between religious creeds and the
tussle mainly between the Hindus and the
Muslims had led the nation to fragmentation.

Talking about why Manto wrote
“Toba Tek Singh” Singh (1969) wrote that
“Munto was also an ardent nationalist and
refused to accept the theory that the Hindus
and Muslims were two different nations”. So,
he “pretended to ignore the fact of partition

and chose to live in Bombay rather than
return to his home town, Lahore, which
became the capital of West Pakistan”. Singh
further observed that “[tlhe communal
massacres and the tension between India and
Pakistan became too much for him” (p. 501).
Singh believed that Manto’s “Toba Tek
Singh” is, in some ways, the summing up of
his own life and that of his homeland (pp.
501-502). Sometimes the writer may have the
reflection of their own lives in their
narratives. Manto has also crafted the story
reflecting his own biography.

Talking about how Manto deals with
partition violence Visvanathan (2007) claimed
that the partition “was not mere mayhem. It
was a search for order that would not tolerate
smaller disorders and Manto's secularism
was a mode for handling these smaller
upheavals”. This is the reason why his story
“Toba Tek Singh” “captures the madness of
Partition as it reaches an asylum where the
mad have to be divided between India and
Pakistan” (p. 267). In this way, critics on
Manto’s writings have so far argued on the
effect of trauma, social, cultural and political
life. Unlike them, this paper deals with the
effect of trauma in the linguistic level.
Similarly, it also deals with the effect of
trauma in the sphere of individual memory.
As it analyses expressive aphasia and
functional amnesia in the major characters,
the study is expected to point out to a new
direction in the field of scholarship.

Methods

This is a qualitative research as it
concentrates on  detecting  historical
experience, culture, religion and social
problems. It uses Manto’s text as primary
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data. It uses references and journal articles,
author biography as secondary data. This
study analyzes the relevant scholarly
opinions expressed on the text scrutinized for
this project. Being a thematic interpretation,
it concentrates on literary connotations that
the author and critics have intended to
communicate.

Discussion
State Decision and the Dislocation

After two/three years of partition in
1947, it occurred to the government of India
and Pakistan to exchange their lunatics. They
were being exchanged on the basis of the
regions they belonged or the religious creed
they put faith in. The Hindu and Sikh lunatics
were to stay in India and the Muslims were to
be sent over to Pakistan. The Annual Report
(1950) of the Punjab Mental Hospital Lahor
described about how the patients were
behaved in the hospital during the exchange:

The outstanding feature of the work
of the hospital during the year was a
repatriation of the non-Muslim
mental patients from Western
Pakistan. Since this was scheduled to
coincide with the transfer of the
Muslim patients from many other
states besides Punjab in India, and
since this exchange was canalized
through  Amritsar, it involved
considerable preliminary
organisational work. Four hundred
and fifty non-Muslim mental patients
were received from Lahore out of
which 282 Punjabi patients were
accommodated in the Amritsar
mental hospital, the remaining having
been sent on to the Inter-Provincial
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Mental Hospital, Ranchi. As against
this, 233 Muslim patients drawn from
different mental hospitals in India
were evacuated in the opposite
direction to Lahore. That against an
estimated non-Muslim population of
six to seven hundred of the Mental
Hospital, Lahore at the time of the
partition only 317 patients were
actually exchanged at the time of the
transfer, is a tragic fact which sadly
betrays the treatment meted out to
those unfortunate victims who could
not be retrieved earlier from the
Lahore. (p. 56)

Though the lunatics were socially in the
margin, they first expressed their confusion
over the proposal. Then they aspired to know
whether their new placement would be in
India or Pakistan. They inquired the
whereabouts of their new homes about which
they had no idea. Some of the Muslim
lunatics even chanted a slogan ‘“Pakistan
Zindabad”.

On the day of exchange of lunatics,
when his turn came to cross the border,
Bishan Singh asked the officials where Toba
Tek Singh village was, in Pakistan or in India.
He asked this question to a Muslim lunatic
friend named Fazal Din but was not satisfied
by his answer. His inquiry about the exact
location of this place shows his deep sense of
confusion and grief. As the officials tell him
that Toba Tek Singh is in Pakistan and he
now has to leave his present home in India for
Pakistan, he is severely shocked. He feels
dislocated as he has to lose his place
attachment. Though the authorities force him
to leave India, he is determined not to go to
this new place leaving his present home,



property and the entire attachment with the
soil, environment and a circle of friends. He
challenges their dictatorship and chooses to
stand in a place between the border, a place
that is neither Hindustan nor Pakistan. He
stands in this no man’s land for fifteen years
before he dies.

Bhalla (1999) adds that people who
have witnessed the carnage can only wait and
pray for death like Toba Tek Singh from the
lunatic asylum, who stands in no man’s land
between two pious and ethically pure nations
and calls down curses upon both except that
as there seems to be no God who can carry
them out (p. 3124). The Following lines
reflect Bishan’s resolution to resist official
decision.

Before the sun rose, a piercing cry
arose from Bishan Singh who had
been quiet and unmoving all this time.
Several officers, and the guards ran
towards him; they show that the man
who, for fifteen years, had stood on
his legs day and night, now lay on the
ground, prostrate. Beyond a wired
fence on one side of him was
Hindustan and beyond a wired fence
on the other side was Pakistan. In the
middle, on a stretch of land, which
had no name, lay Toba Tek Singh.
(Bhalla, 1991, p. 7)

These lines speak about how deep the wound
of Bishan Singh is caused by the decision of
transporting the inmates of the asylum to new
places where they have never ever been
before. Bishan Singh is so severely
traumatized that he, a helpless creature before
the state, decides to go nowhere. He is meek
and knows that his voice against the state

decision is sure to be crushed. He finds no
language to express his pain.

He feels, after the separation, the
language he speaks now is not going to be his
own language, and he does not know the
language of the new place where he is going
to be deported. He wants the guards to
understand his grief. He even tries to speak
with them. But he realizes that it is just like a
goat’s wailing before a butcher who is
holding a sword to slaughter it. As the
butcher knows no sorrows of the goat, the
authority is indifferent towards present and
forth coming sorrows of the people or the
victims who are forcibly being exchanged.
Bishan Singh suffers from a loss of language
because the language he may use to appeal
them, as he knows, is not going to work at all.
Therefore, he murmurs senselessly. His
agony of being displaced and homeless
brings out a piercing cry “uper se gur gur di
annexe di bay dhania di mung di daal di of
laltain (Bhalla, 1991, p. 3). Though this
gibberish was incomprehensible to anybody,
it conveys the whole idea of displacement
that was imposed on him and many other
millions of people. For him this forceful
displacement was a violent act to bear.

Being a madman, his eccentric
behavior detests the violence of the state
which, by force, fixed the nationality of the
lunatics. We can realize a sense of sanity in
opposing and showing unwillingness to
comply this identity. He criticizes the pettish
factors that divide man from man, body from
body, soul from soul. He wants to propagate
the message of peace and prosperity to the
people of both countries by showing them the
way that leads them to a land where there is
no division in the name of religion, where
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liberty, equality and fraternity prevail and
where winds blow only to spread the
fragrance of universal brotherhood and
eternal peace. This event refutes his lunacy
questioning the sanity of his jailors. His
lunacy is an irony here.

The metaphor of madness and the
theme of identity crisis recurs often in the
discourse on Partition, whether conventional
historiography or fictional representations.
Tiwari (2013) writes:

The nationalist leaders were often
heard saying, "our people have gone
mad." Gandhiji appealed to the
people not to "meet madness with
madness". The newspaper editors
said so, and ordinary men and
women. Partition not only created a
"mad" turn to Pakistan atmosphere
but also made its victims "mad",
"insane", losing their mental balances
due to traumatic experiences. (p. 55)

The clinical science fails to diagnose
this lunacy. It shows the absurdity of political
division. The indecisiveness and
indeterminacy of the inmates of Lahore
asylum about their new homes now is an
event that leads them to lose the link between
past and present. They find that their memory
is permanently erased. Bishan Singh, in the
asylum, might be interpreted as what trauma
theorist Malabou (2012) defines trauma as
the “wounds that have the power to cause a
metamorphosis which destroys individual
history, that cannot be reintegrated into the
normal course of life or a destiny” (p. 53). As
Bishan loses his memory permanently, he
cannot return to the normal course of life. His
health degrades further and the wound cannot
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be healed as suggested by Malabou above. It
destroys both of his linguistic ability and the
memory.

According to Balaev (2008), trauma
is a person’s emotional response to an
overwhelming event that disrupts previous
ideas of an individual’s sense of self (p. 150).
He claims that trauma creates a speechless
fright that divides or destroys the identity (p.
149). When an individual history is forcibly
erased for no reasons, trauma can never be
cured. So Bishan Singh suffers from
expressive aphasia. He cannot convey his
agony in the shared discourse of meaning and
understanding. The deportment of lunatics
fills them with meaninglessness. Their
confusion appears to be more sensible
response than that of the sane people. The
Hindu, Muslim as well as Sikh lunatics of the
Lahore asylum show their grave concern
after they come to know about the sudden and
unexpected dislocation imposed on them by
the hegemonic political course. This is
further intensified when the two Anglo
Indian inmates express their shock to know
that the British had left but they had begun to
worry about the post imperial status of India
and the quality of breakfast. Bishan Singh,
after being told of the partition, utters
incomprehensible sentences that express his
resentment at the inattention of the high-
ranking diplomats to the quality of daal of
mung (a variety of pulse). Kumar (2001)
writes: “Toba Tek Singh, when told about
Partition, he exclaims, "Uper the gurgur the
mung the dal of the laltain." That is “neither
Punjabi, nor English nor Hindi nor Urdu-it's
just gibberish” (p. 48). This is a state of
expressive aphasia. He loses his linguistic



ability due to the shocking decision of
partition.

The effect of trauma is not only in the
linguistic level; but Bishan Singh also suffers
from amnesia. His memory loss takes him to
a position that he cannot recognize his own
daughter as she comes to see him in the
asylum. She sits weeping before him. “In the
strange world that he inhabited, hers was just
another face” (Manto, 2008, p. 8). The severe
trauma leads him to a state of systemic
amnesia. His own daughter becomes stranger
to his cognitive schema. Kandel and Larry
(2008) say,

what takes place in Toba Tek Singh
may be described as functional
amnesia— where emotional factors
seem to determine what is lost and
human being lose significant parts of
their  past  permanently and
irretrievably, as well as retrograde
amnesia whereby the new memory
perishes before the old, before the
simple. (p. 112)

In another event, when a Muslim
friend of Bishan Singh named Fazal Din,
comes to see him, Bishan does not show any
sign of familiarity with that man: “on seeing
him Bishan Singh tried to slink away, but the
warden barred his way. Don’t you recognize
your friend Fazal Din?” he said. “He has
come to meet you.” Bishan Singh looked
furtively at Fazal Din, and then started to
mumble something (Bhalla, 1999, p. 5).
These lines show that Bishan Singh is not
mindful of any events, his kin, kith and the
circle of friends. Fazal’s visit even hurts him
because he is thinking that his friendship with

Fazal will also be distanced from

geographical, political, social and cultural
point of view. Manto further writes:

Previously his sixth sense would tell
him when the visitors were due to
come. But not anymore. His inner
voice seemed to have stilled. He
missed his family, the gifts they used
to bring and the concern with which
they used to speak to him. (Bhalla,
1999, p. 5)

Here, we can find how his previous memory
is disrupted.

The main issue raised by Manto in the
story is a heartrending tale of the Lahore
asylum. He is successful to communicate the
idea that humanity lies where borders are
erased and the pettish consciousness of
nationalism vanishes. The places like
hospitals and asylums are apt places where
one forgets the lowly impulses of nation,
religion, caste, race etc; and the victims are
seen and treated with humanitarian values.
“Toba Tek Singh” is a realistic representation
of partition violence in an ironic way.
Through the double-edged use of metaphor
of madness, Manto offers his indictment
against human madness. The setting of the
story, i.e. the lunatic asylum, throws irony in
the story. Generally, the lunatics are
supposed to be of weaker capacity than the
sane people. But Manto’s lunatic characters
are different from what people ordinarily
think about them. They read the newspapers;
and show their concern over the political
events. They are aware of political and
religious ideologies. One lunatic is so
involved in the exchange of the lunatic debate
among the inmates; he climbs a tree and sits
on one of its branches for two hours. There
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he gives a lecture without any pause on the
complex issue of separation between India
and Pakistan. When the guards ask him to get
down the tree he climbs even higher. As they
try to frighten him with threats, he replies “I
will live neither in India nor in Pakistan. I will
live in this tree right here” (Bhalla, 1999, p.
3). Flemming (1977) stated that Toba Tek
Singh is both a man stretched on the ground
and a piece of ground itself (p. 107). Here, the
person whom the medical science calls a mad
seems to be far wiser than the healthy people
because he transgresses the borders of
nations. Like a bird that makes its nest on the
branches of the trees, he chooses a branch if
the so-called sane society takes away his right
to stay in the place where he and the
generations of his family has been living. A
bird sitting on the branch of a tree does not
need visa to fly to any country. The whole
world is its home. It is a member of entire
universe. Similarly, the lunatic who denies
coming down the tree is analogous to a bird.
Though the act of climbing a tree and
deciding to stay there may sound weird in a
general sense, it is a quite symbolic protest of
the agreement of partition and the exchange
of madmen on the basis of their religion. By
denying going neither to India nor Pakistan,
the lunatic proves him a universal citizen who
boundaries  as
As the guards
persuade him for some time, he climbs down
and weeps there and embraces the Hindu and
Sikh friends thinking that they might not

regards the national

insignificant and lowly.

meet again. He shows a deep agony at the loss
of his place. This dislocation haunts every
lunatic of Lahore asylum. Thus, Flemming
(1977) says, “Manto genuinely comes to the
grips with human pain of partition, exploring
with remarkable combination of anger,
sarcasm and tenderness the effects of the
violence and dislocation on its victims” (p.
105). His story expresses pain and anger at
the same time.

Conclusion

With the evidences presented above,
this paper, comes to conclude that the
partition decisions are most painful because
they cause intolerable pain to people and such
decisions are often followed by unimaginable
events like loots and riots, rape, theft, fights,
killings including terrible bloodshed and
mass destruction. The trauma of partition
violence is deep and incurable. The victims
who are often marginalized people and the
women suffer from different social crimes. It
hurts people’s psyche so deeply that the
victims are pushed to a state of aphasia and
amnesia as seen in Bishan, the major
character of the story “Toba Tek Singh”. It
also forces some people to suffer from
lunacy. Similarly, it impairs the co-existence
of all creeds, racial and religious harmony
pushing most of the people except the
diplomats, who are unaware and indifferent
about the psychic breakdown of the victims,
to an entire gloom.
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study evil nature of men which is portrayed through the
British school children in Golding’s Lord of the Flies. The study further examines how it is
important to balance Dionysian and Apollonian drive in order to maintain harmony in the
society. Two driving forces of human being are identified by Nietzsche’s terms Apollonian and
Dionysian. The two concepts defined by Nietzsche have been used as theoretical tools to analyze
the text. Jack ignores Apollonian drive because of his mob mentality. He does not like argument
and reason made by Ralph and Piggy. He tries to arouse Dionysian drive in school children in
order to collect force against Ralph. Irrational part of Jack’s heart subverts the positive part of
British school children’s society. Dionysian drive transforms his heart into emotionless stuff.
He kills his own friends. He enjoys gathering boys and misguiding them in the world of illusion.
Golding describes the story of a tragic color through the portrayal of the evil in human nature.
Two groups of British school going children represent two sides of heart or two parts of the
society. The novel argues that proper harmony between two sides or groups leads society to
proper direction.

Keywords: Apollonian, Dionysian, transformation

Introduction supposed to have born in the world in order
The recognition of William Golding to teach, rule and make people civilized. But
Golding self-criticized the whites in the
novel. The novelist lived through both World

Wars and took active part in the second one.

came some thirty years after he had published
his first novel Lord of the Flies in 1954,

which made him able to get the Nobel Prize

in literature (Meuronen, 2013). He critically Golding was a naval officer in the Royal

depicted the dark aspect of white people in Navy and participated in the sinking of the

the novel. White people were making German battleship Bismarck as well as in the

discourse through colonization that they invasion of Normandy (Meuronen, 2013).

would be as perfect as god. They were Since he retired from Navy, he chose writing
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profession. Impact of wars has been reflected

in his novels, particularly in Lord of the Flies.

Zhu (2020) claimed that Lord of the
Flies was an important text of British desert
island literature (p. 285). He argued that
Golding followed the desert island literary
tradition, setting up an isolated desert island
as the background of the story, with the
British boys as the characters, following the
inherent plot: the traditional trilogy model of
desert island literature i.e. the characters
floating on a desert island. This novel was
rejected by several publishers and one
published

exploring pain, agony and confusion of

literary agent. However, it
persons or society. George and Raju (2015)
posited Golding at that generation which had
its roots in the post war period— a period of
disillusionment and disenchantment (p. 174).
It seemed that the experiences of Wars made
Golding know how human beings had dark
side in heart and so they are cruel to each
other for the sake of power. He saw
barbarism even in so called civilized society.
This novel was highly popular among school
Thread of World Wars and
possibility of barbaric system have been
pointed out in the novel (Wilson, 2014). The

theme of the novel has been connected with

children.

Nietzsche’s concepts of Apollonian and
Dionysian forces that lie within human

beings.

Friedrich Nietzsche has distinguished
two drives Apollonian and Dionysian as

driving forces of human being. Drawing from

| Koshi Pravah

Nietzsche, Freud, Lacan, and Jung also
studied driving forces. The Id belongs in our
unconscious, and carries our primal desires
that need to be subdued by the supervening
ego, in order to allow for the rational
superego, which helps create society’s
functional, moral human beings, to truly
flourish. According to Freud, if Id overcomes
the Ego, the people are prone to do mistake
(ch. 2). In other words, to live a fulfilling life,
the proposed beliefs by Freud and Nietzsche,
respectively, the Id needs to be repressed by
the superego, while Dionysus has to coexist
in harmony with Apollo. British School
going students are used in the novel to portray
two sides of human heart which help to
develop two groups of people in the society.
When they landed on an island, everything
was fine. There was harmony among them,
but with the course of time, they were divided
into two groups. The novel deals with the
causes of conflict between two groups of
school children. The novelist tries to show
dark aspect of human heart in the novel which

leads society to destruction and chaos.
Review of Literature

The novel Lord of the Flies depicts
the psyche of adults through the example of
small school boys. It has examined how
humans are guided by power seeking
tendency. Different scholars have analyzed
the novel through different perspectives. Giri
(2019) studied that the school going boys
soon fell away from civilization into

barbarism and a loyalty into the devil. When



boys landed in a strange island, they seemed
to be innocent. They struggled a lot to exist
in the island. They learnt to hunt in order to
manage food for their survival. With the
course of time, they realized that they needed
a leader to guide them. They chose Ralph as
a leader to govern in the new society. Their
tasks were divided into different groups.
They worked following their routine with
team-spirit. However, they soon began to
lose interest working in team. Giri pointed
out how Ralph was hunted by Jack's group
across the island; and later Jack set fire to
smoke Ralph out of it; somehow Ralph
managed to escape. Giri claimed that all the
seven deadly sins— lust, pride, sloth,
covetousness, gluttony, anger and envy—

were present in the island world.

Although Ralph was a democratic
man, Jack and his followers destroyed
Ralph’s conch and tried to kill him. Jack’s
followers were not ready to listen to anyone
except Jack. They were hypnotized (Spitz,
1970). Piggy grabbed a conch and handed
over it to the Ralph. Conch was the symbol of
order and authority. Although Piggy was
intelligent, he became ready to accept Ralph
as leader because he had good looking
personality. Ralph was supposed to blow that
conch and other kids would gather in the
island by hearing the sound of the conch
(Martin, 1969). There was the conflict
between these two from the very beginning

of the novel.

Singh (1997) pointed out that only the
world of men had been dealt with in the novel
but not the world of women. She claimed that
the nature of male was always power seeking.
Animalistic features of men have been
explored in the novel. The school going kids
were ready to kill their friends in the name of
gaining power. Disagreements,
misunderstanding and conflict split the
students apart like; Jack leads a group of boys
who enjoyed being guided by emotion,
whereas Ralph led a group of boys who gave
more priority to reason over feelings (George
& Raju, 2015). Actually, Jack wanted to be
the chief of his group, but Ralph was elected
as the chief. So, Jack developed jealousy
towards Ralph. He kept on making plots to

hurt Ralph.
Kruger (1999) claimed that most of

the characters of the novel had symbolic
meaning associated with Christian myth.
Lord of the flies was the symbol of devil. It
was believed that the evil force wanted the
boys to be anarchist, wild and violent. The
majority of readers understood that the
downfall of civilization was a result of the
inherent evil nature of man alone (Ebeling,
2018). He further concluded that economy
and social environment could play important
role in shaping the children’s way of thinking
and way of behavior. These ways, the novel
different

perspectives. However, driving forces of

has been analyzed from

characters in the novel have not been studied
yet. So, I want to study two driving forces
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namely Apollonian and Dionysian used in the

novel and their effects on the characters.
Methods

It as a qualitative research based on
secondary data. This methodology helps
collect qualitative information (Cohen et al.,
2007). The secondary data were obtained
through online library, research articles,
books and website in order to study how
Dionysian drive changes people into barbaric
beings. Nietzsche’s concepts of Dionysian
and Apollonian have been used as theoretical
tool to study two internal driving forces of
British school going children. The ancient
Greek people concluded that the outcome of
tragedy was a struggle between two forces,
principles, or drives. Nietzsche named each
of these principles after an ancient Greek
deity “Apollo” and “Dionysus” (chap. xi).
Apollo embodies drive towards perfection,
self-control, morality, ethics, and dignity;
while Dionysiac is the drive towards
destruction, disorder, and pleasure-seeking
tendency. Nietzsche argued that although
they are opposite to each other, there is a need
of proper coexistence of them for positive
vibes in the society. Dominance of Jack over
Ralph has been described in this paper as the
dominance of Dionysian force over the
Apollonian one. The paper analyzes how the
novel depicts such imbalance of two driving

forces causing disorder in the society.

| Koshi Pravah

Discussion
Two Natures of Human Beings

Ralph and Jack were guided by two
different driving forces, namely Apollonian
and Dionysian, in the novel Lord of the Flies.
Therefore, they had quite different nature and
way of understanding the world. When they
arrived in the island, everyone seemed to
have mutual understanding. They struggled a
lot in order to exist in the island. They
searched food together and tried to solve any
kind of problems they encounter in the island.
But later on, their driving forces changed
their behavior. We human being have both
devil and angel character which needed to be
balanced in order to run society smoothly.
George and Raju (2015) argued that the
confrontation between the representation of
order and the forces of chaos took place when
Ralph, accompanied by Piggy and the twins,
Samneric, visited the castle rock, the
stronghold of Jack.

Piggy was the most intelligent boy in
the group. Although he was physically weak
in comparison to other kids, he had very
sharp mind. He should have been the leader
but he understood his condition and identity
in the children’s society. He gave the conch
to Ralph and appealed him to rule them. “He
laid the conch against his lips, took a deep
breath and blew once more. . . . blare more
penetrating than before. Piggy was shouting
something, his face pleased, his glasses
flashing” (Golding, 1954, p. 10). The
handover of conch to Ralph symbolized the



group accepting him as the ruler in school
going children’s society. Ralph was given
authority to rule that society. He had rights to
gather kids blowing the conch. Piggy, Ralph
and twin brothers were driven by Apollonian
forces. So, they believed in argument and
democratic process; whereas, Jack and his
team believed in violence. Jack represented
evil and dark side of human nature; whereas,
Ralph stood for reason. Jack enjoyed hurting
others and killing animals. The Dionysiac
force was the drive towards the transgression
of limits, the dissolution of boundaries, and
the destruction of individuality (Nietzsche,
ch. xi). Jack became excited in making group
and challenging the system made in Ralph’s
leadership.

According to Greek and Roman
myths, Dionysus was the god of wine and
ritual madness. Dionysian force thus
represented ecstasy, pleasure, dance and
alcohol; whereas, Apollonian stood for
dream and reason. Jack was often driven by
Dionysian force who enjoyed killing animals
and creating chaos in the society; whereas,
Ralph guided by Apollonian driving force
believed in reason and argument. Jack and his
boys wanted to control the island using
physical forces; whereas, Ralph and his team
believed in democratic process. Jack and his
boys broke down the fragile shell given to
Ralph. They believed that they could control
other boys making them fearful. The narrator

describes the scene:

He snatched his knife out of the
sheath and slammed it into a tree
trunk. Next time there would be no
mercy. He looked round fiercely,
daring them to contradict. Then they
broke out into the sunlight and for a
while they were busy finding and
devouring food as they moved down
the scar toward the platform and the

meeting. (p. 23)

Roger, Jack's henchman, let fall a
huge rock which strikes hard and drives
Piggy to his violent death with the talisman
in his hands exploding into pieces. The evil
of Roger was incomprehensible, in part
because he was a vague character, about
whose background the novel described
virtually nothing. But Golding seems to have
been determined that human beings should
confront the Roger within them. There was
no escape from the pain of being human, no
prospect of erecting unrealistic political
systems where all would go well. The readers
had very unpleasant feeling that they were
being hunted by Jack and Roger. The readers
feared and loathed their extravagance and

insatiable evil.

The conflict

civilized cum violent and dictatorship has

between peaceful,

gone on all over the novel. The group battling
nature of human beings has been explored in
the novel. Physical appearance was not cause
of conflict. Ralph was physically attractive;
whereas, piggy was not so. However, they
were good friends to each other because both
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of them were guided by Apollonian force. On
the other hand, Jack was physically attractive
like Ralph but they were always opposite to
each other. Jack was guided by Dionysian
force that reflected ugly inside of Jack. Ralph
was governed by Apollonian force which
made him a good leader. Some lines of the
novel reflected Jack’s driving forces: “Cut
his throat! Spill his blood!” (p. 135). Now out
of the terror rose another desire, thick, urgent,
blind. “Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his
blood!” (p. 136). The above lines clearly
depict dark side of Jack. Jack represented the
entire white people who were colonizing the
world in the name of civilization. Golding

seems to have been pointing out dark side of

his community, particularly the white
community. The Apollonian culture
represents humanity’s tendency toward

order, pattern, and rationalism, while the
Dionysian culture represents humanity’s
simultaneous urge toward chaos and
emotional intuition. The novel showed it

through Jack and Ralph as characters.

Nietzsche argued that Apollonian
festivals were closer to Greek god of music.
The muses of the arts of semblance grew pale
and wane when faced with an art which in its
intoxication spoke the truth and wisdom;
whereas, Dionysiac festival associated with
its more seductive, magical and pleasure-
seeking tendency (p. 27). Jack enjoyed
drinking and dancing instead of talking about

reason and logic. Jack spoke:

| Koshi Pravah

“Give me a drink.” Henry brought
him a shell and he drank, watching
Piggy and lord of the flies. . . . Power
lay in the brown swell of his
forearms: authority sat on his
shoulder and chattered in his ear like

an ape. (Golding, 1954, p. 133)

Ralph seriously made plan to come out of the
situation they had been but Jack did not feel
his responsibility to support Ralph for
solving the problem. He just wanted to dance
and made other boys feel relax. Jack leapt on
to the sand. “Do our dance! Come on!
Dance!” (Golding, 1954, p. 135). These
examples also show the opposite forces

working within Jack and Ralph.

Knowledge kills action

requires one to be shrouded in a veil of

action;

illusion. Ralph and Piggy’s group was delay
in every action. They always evaluated
consequences of their action. But Jack did not
have deeper knowledge and did not think
about any consequences of his action. Like
Hamlet, Ralph was delayed in action which
sometimes caused tragedy in life. Ralph
warned everybody to be alert because they
were in new island. They had to find out right
way out from the island. In the beginning, he
could control the mass and deliver his speech:
“We’re on an island. We’ve been on the
mountain top and seen water all round. We
saw no houses, no smoke, no footprints, no
boats, no people. We’re on an uninhabited
island with no other people on it” (p. 24).
Ralph seemed to have been more helpful and



a better team leader than Jack. However, he
lacked quality to control mass for long time.
The boys left his group and joined into Jack’s
team. The following scene from Lord of the
Flies further highlighted their differences in

nature.

The space under the palm trees was
full of noise and movement. Ralph
was on his feet too, shouting for quiet,
but no one heard him. All at once the
crowd swayed toward the island and
was gone— following Jack. Even the
tiny children went and did their best
among the leaves and broken

branches. Ralph was left, holding the

conch, with no one but Piggy. (p. 30)
This scene showed how Dionysian forces get

victory over the Apollonian one.
Jealousy of Jack

Rivalry between Jack and Ralph
began since Ralph was elected as the leader
of the team. The school children followed
democratic process in selecting their leader.
All of them used their reason choosing Ralph
as their leader, but Jack was too jealous in
Ralph’s progress. The following scene
described Jack’s jealousy:

This toy of voting was almost as
pleasing as the conch. Jack started to
protest but the clamor changed from
the general wish for a chief to an
election by acclaim of Ralph himself.
None of the boys could have found
good reason for this; what

intelligence had been shown was

traceable to Piggy while the most
obvious leader was Jack. But there
was stillness about Ralph as he sat
that marked him out: there was his
size, and attractive appearance; and
most obscurely, yet most powerfully,
there was the conch. (Golding, 1954,
p. 80)

The intelligent boy, Piggy was clever enough
to make Ralph the leader of their group.

Actually, Piggy did not like Jack and
his group. They didn’t respect him. They
always insulted him. They often physically
exploited him and they even broke down
Piggy’s eye glasses. Jack was Dionysian man
who had double nature as Nietzsche
explained both “cruel, savage demon and
mild, gentle ruler” (p. 52). Nietzsche pointed
out that “Dionysiac drive arouses anger,
feeling of hatred and pleasure-seeking
tendency” (p. 27). Jack had these qualities.
Jack called them back to the center and at
him. “Frightened?” “’Course I’'m frightened.
Who wouldn’t be?”” He turned to the twins,
yearning but hopeless. “I suppose you aren’t
pulling our legs?” (Golding, 1954, p. 88).
Jack’s dominating nature is the next proof of

his Dionysian nature.

Jack stood up as with the bloodied
knife in his hand. The two boys faced each
other. There was the brilliant world of
hunting, tactics, fierce exhilaration, skill; and
there was the world of longing and baffled
commonsense. Jack transferred the knife to
his left hand and smudged blood over his
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forehead as he pushed down the plastered
hair. Jack believed in physical force. The
savage boys were ready to do anything for
Jack’s sake. At the end, Ralph runs through
jungle fleeing Jack and his uncivilized boys.
The novel showed how Jack was irrational
and Ralph was argumentative. Jack was
mostly driven by Dionysian force so he
believed in chaos; whereas, Ralph was driven
by Apollonian force so he believed in logic.
The novel showed conflict of two driving
forces in the novel. If there were proper
marriage between two forces, society would

go ahead in proper direction.
Conclusion

Jack and Ralph are two major
characters of the novel. They represent two
sides of human heart. Belief systems of Jack
and Ralph have been determined by their
driving forces. Jack is driven by Dionysian
force; so, he believes in violence. On the
other hand, Ralph is driven by Apollonian
force; so, he is more democratic. However,
Ralph seems to be weaker than Jack.
Therefore, system fails in the children’s
society. The novel depicts how people like
Jack dominate the society and how people

like Ralph are dominated in the society.
When society is dominated by Dionysiac
men, chaos and disorder prevail there. People
guided by Dionysiac drive often ignore their
responsibility in maintaining harmony in the
society. The conflict between two groups of
school going boys led by Jack and Ralph is
an example of conflict between two driving
forces. Jack and his friends are dominated by
Dionysiac driving forces while Ralph and
Piggy are guided by Apollonian force.

Piggy and Ralph use their creative
mind to run life in the island. Piggy makes
Ralph know how other boys can be invited by
blowing conch even if they are far from each
other. They further make plan to light fire so
that other rescue team can come to help them
having seen smoke in the sky. But Jack
slowly and gradually became brutal. He
always goes against the system and
misguides other boys as well. He becomes so
cruel that he enjoys killing his own friends.
He cannot suppress his Dionysian drive and
flourish Apollonian drive. If he could balance
his two driving forces, he would be true
leader and establish system in British school

children’s society.
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Abstract

Poetry written during global pandemic of COVID-19 display pathos. The present article
explores the use of pathos in four of the pandemic time poems. The study aims to unveil the
predicament that the earth and humans endured during that time. For the analysis, theory of
pathos has been taken as a tool. Pathos is one of the persuasive techniques that evokes the
emotion of pity and sympathy to the audience or the readership on the suffering and sadness
of the characters and the speakers of the rhetoric. This article also discusses vivid pictures of
the pathetic state of the characters in the poems that is similar to the state of the entire
humans who underwent it during pandemic. The present inquiry concludes that the poetry
written during pandemic evokes the strong positive emotion of joy, excitement and hope, and
the negative emotion of fear, sadness, agony and sympathy as well in the mind of the readers.
Doing so, it establishes the close connection between the readership and the poets who had
the same emotions and feelings of hope and excitement, and pain and sufferings during the

composition of the poems.

Keywords: devastation, emotion, pathos, pandemic, suffering

Introduction

“Humans have always had their
own ways to cope with disaster and
literature and poetry have always been born
out of great suffering,” argues Menon
(2020), an artist, writer and poet. She
expresses her happiness that during the
pandemic they could be creative: “Now, we
have the facility to air our haikus and verses
instantly as they occur to us” (para 4). This
shows how pandemics, upheavals, disasters
and sufferings are also sources of literature
and art. Traditionally when there is an
outbreak of pandemic, disasters or wars,
writers, artists and other  scholarly
personages in a society feel the suffering of
human beings and any other living
creatures and work for them. They help to
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fight their misery symbolically by
reflecting their bitter experiences through
their great weapons what we call art and
literature. Same thing happened during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The sudden outbreak
of global pandemic of COVID-19 brought
enormous threat to all aspects of human
life. It caused devastative impact on the
global economy, health, education and
socio-cultural aspects.

COVID-19 pandemic substantially
impacted on the great loss of human life,
relationship, plans and productivity; and
pushed the millions of people into extreme
poverty. Almost all the people around the
world had to maintain the social distancing
isolating and desolating them even with
their dear ones. Fear, stress, tension, anger,



anxiety, frustration, loneliness, and
uncertainty were the common problems. At
the same time, the artists and writers—
although they also endured the same
miseries— used the situation as an
opportunity to develop art and literature.
Thousands of fictional and non-fictional
writings, research articles, essays, stories,
and poems were created during the

pandemic.

Novels like Louise Erdrich's The
sentence, Catherine Ryan Howard's 56
Days, Amitav Kumar's A time outside this
time, and Sarah Hall's Burnt coat are some
examples. The writings had the same theme
in anthologies such as COVID chronicles:
A comics anthology, Lockdown: Stories of
crime, terror, and hope during a pandemic,
and We came outside and saw the stars
again: Writers from around the world on
the covid-19 pandemic, and Kristen
Radtke's Seek you: A journey through
American loneliness (Iglasias, 2022).
Similarly, many prose works were created.
The following are some examples:
“Pandemic, poetry and prognosis” by Abhi
Subedi (Nepal) and “Pandemic as a portal”
by Arundhati Roy (India), stories “Garibi ra
corona vairas” (“Poetry and corona virus™)
by Dharmendra Timsina and “Ita:lima:
honeymoon” (“Honeymoon in Italy”) by
Ramesh Diyali (USA).

The examples of pandemic time
fiction were Leaving and other stories by
Shobhaa De and Love in the time of
quarantine by Siddhartha Gigoo (India)
and the story collection The day before
today: The lockdown stories by Gayatri Gill
(India). In the same way, some other
pandemic time Nepali creative writings
were: “COVID-19” by Welkin Siskin,
“Equality fetched by the fear of tragedy”
and “Letter to American President by an

Asian and samayako abasan” by Yati Raj
Ajnabee (Australia), “Priya parvaharu”
(“Dear festivals”) and “Jhulkyos naya
jindagi” (“May the new life rise”) by Tika
Atreya (Nepal), “Vairasako parkhal ra
lakadaun” (“The wall of virus and
lockdown™) by Mukul Dahal (Scotland),
“Pharku ma ama ghara?” (“Should I return
home, mother”) by Kamal Koirala (USA),
“Amako sandesh” (“Mother’s advice”) by
Rita Pokhrel (Nepal) and “Basudha roeko
bela” (“While the mother earth was
crying”) by Ramesh Gautam (Norway). All
the above mentioned fictional and non-
fictional writings have the same subject
matter of COVID-19 and its traumatic
effects.

Pathos is found in use not only in
corona pandemic poetry, but also in the
literary creations and the world-famous
speeches in the history. For example, in
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, the bard
uses pathos as a way to cause a feeling of
pity in the audience through the character of
Balthasar, who is informing Romeo of the
death of his beloved (“Pathos in Romeo and
Juliet’, n.d.). Likewise, the creation, /
know why the cage bird sings by Maya
Angelou also explores pathos in the use of
word choice and images that evokes the
emotion of sympathy in the readers’ mind
on the plight of the tragic character, a bird.
Similarly, pathos is visible in the master
piece novel Scarlet letter by an American
Renaissance writer Nathaniel Hawthorn
when Hester is sentenced to public
humiliation on the scaffold. There, she is
forced to wear the scarlet letter "A" on her
clothing for the rest of her life just by
committing the so-called adulterous
relationship ~ with  reverend  Arthur
Dimmesdale (“Pathos”, 2022). These are
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some renown scenes that create pathos in
the readers’ mind.

Similarly, in The adventures of Tom
Sawyer written by Mark Twain, we see
pathos being used in the following
statement as a way to get the reader to feel
a sense of pity. “He’d meant the best in all
the world yet had been treated like he was a
dog. One day she would be sorry, but then
it might be too late” (‘“Pathos”, n. d.). In
Jane Austin’s Pride and prejudice, the
writer frequently uses pathos as a way to
invoke a feeling of sympathy in the reader.

Pathos is used in political speeches
as well. Great and successful politicians
have strong and powerful emotions. While
delivering speeches, they use the emotion
to persuade the public onto voting for them
or to adopt or support their policy and
ideology. For instance, British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill, in his famous
speech “Their Finest Hour”, used pathos
when he reminded his audience of the
suffering of those already conquered by the
Nazi to help convince his citizens to keep
fighting on. Martin Luther King, in the
same way, used pathos in his speech, “I
Have a Dream”. The audience felt pity and
sympathy to the state of Black Americans
when he highlighted the suffering of Black
Americans and the necessity of racial
equality. Barack Obama’s speech delivered
in 2013 addressing the nation of Syria, also
shared pathos. In this speech, Obama
presented a tragic description of the Syrian
citizens who died as a result of chemical
attack of the Syrian government led by
Bashara-Assad (“Pathos in Literature”, n.d.
& “Pathos”, n. d.).

Pathos, in this way, is used by the
writers, speakers and even the advertisers
touching upon the audience’s or the
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readers’ delicate sense of pity, sympathy
and sadness to develop the emotional
connection with them to bring their
narrative, characters and themes closer to
life. This paper aims to analyse the pathos
in four poems: “Equality fetched by fear of
tragedy” by Yati Raj Ajnabee, “Jhulkyos
naya zindagi” by Tika Atraya, “Pharku ma
ama ghara” by Kamal Koirala and
“Bashudha roeko bela” by Ramesh
Gautam. As there is enough use of emotion
in these poems and so they can represent the
sense of pandemic time pain and hope, they
were purposively selected for analysis.

Methods

The objective of this paper is to
show pathos i. e. the emotional expression
of the poets in order to evoke readers’
emotion of sadness, anger and sympathy to
the state of the characters mentioned in the
texts. So, qualitative research model has
been used. The poems for analysis have
been taken from the internet sources as the
primary source of data. In the same way, the
theory of pathos, defined by Aristotle in his
Rhetoric, has been taken from internet as
the secondary source of data. Some literary
writings, and speeches delivered by some
famous rhetors seen from the perspective of
pathos which are mentioned in the
introductory part are taken as the literature
review done in pathos.

The term, “pathos” pronounced
pay-thos, is a Greek word which was
borrowed into English in the sixteenth
century. Pathos simply means “suffering”
which is synonymous to misfortune and
other various words related to it like
experience, emotion, empathy, sympathy,
sadness, pity, tragedy, sorrow, grief and so
on. In this regard, pathos is the tragic or
traumatic condition of the characters in any



artistic expressions like speech, poem,
story, novel, drama, painting and even in
advertisement. Pathos is not only the
technique that provokes negative emotions,
but also provokes positive emotions such as
emotion of joy, excitement, hope,
possibility, and happiness to the audience.
The negative emotion evoked by the
writers’ use of negative words compels the
audience to change their behavior to accept
the writer’s way of thought. In the same
way, positive emotions evoked by the use
of positive words makes the audience or
readership optimistic and hopeful towards
the writer’s ideology or viewpoints
(Barron, 2022).

Pathos, as defined by Aristotle, in
his Rhetoric, is one of the powerful
persuasive appeals. Pathos, like ethos and
logos, is a way to evoke the emotion of pity
and sympathy to the audience. Pathos
carefully uses the emotion to persuade the
audiences or the readers to adopt the
speakers or writer’s position. According to
him, it is a component, in a rhetoric and in
any other artistic expressions, that evokes
the emotion of pity, sympathy and sadness
to the mind of the audiences or the readers
on the tragic condition of the speakers or
the characters due to the same emotion
aroused in the writers’ mind while creating
the rhetoric. He defines pathos as the way
of putting the audience in a certain frame of
mind and states that to achieve the task of
using pathos, the writer or the speaker must
really know his /her audiences, content and
the social situation around him or her.
Speakers and writers use pathos to develop
the emotional connection with their
audience or readers.

Writers utilize pathos to persuade
readers for inducing strong emotion in their
mind like that of their own. They want them

to feel the sense of emotion as they feel
about something. Speakers want their
audience emotionally connect with them so
that they are likely to try to develop flow in
their arguments. Every writer or speaker
has some kind of intention to have the
emotional attachment with their audience to
make them understand their point of view
to accept their arguments, their ideology
and behave or act accordingly. For this,
they choose emotional points and topics;
use anecdote or story or vivid sketch of
something, use analogies and metaphors,
emotionally charged words and language,
and symbols and images of horrific, tragic
and pitiable situations (“Pathos”, 2022).
This paper is based on the same ideas
related to the creation and use of pathos in
literary works.

Discussion

I have found the use of pathos in the
poems selected for analysis. The two
poems— “Equality fetched by the fear of
tragedy” and “Jhulkyos naya jindagi”™—
present some positive pathos along with the
negative ones. Ajnabee (2020) stresses on
the level of fear during the pandemic in the
following lines: “More than by Adolf
Hitler, Saddam Hussein and Pol Pot/ are
humans horrified by/ the unseen and the
unknown enemy— COVID-19” (1. 13-15).
These lines manifest pathos in the depiction
of the condition of general humankind. The
poet’s use of direct analogy of the tiny and
unseen virus with that of great and powerful
but tyrannical and cruel leaders such as
Adolf Hitler, Saddam Hussein and Pol Pot
arouses a kind of emotion of fear and terror
in the reader’s mind.

The depiction of fear to arouse
pathos continues in the poem. The poet
writes: “Humans are scared more to the
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unseen and the unknown enemy— COVID-
19 than to the WW I and II” (1l. 16-17). In
these lines, the poet has depicted the tragic
fate of the entire human beings in this
world. They are much more tremendously
frightened by the unseen and unknown
enemy, COVID-19, than by any other
frightening and horrific historical events
like World War I and II. The emotionally
charged frightening words like ‘World War
I and II” give a kind of terrific vibes in the
mind of the readers. The condition of
isolating from each other, as described in
the poem, shows the intensity of fear. The
following lines present this condition:

They’ve distanced themselves
They’ve forgotten the tragedy—
The genocide of the Jewish

They no longer recall the gas
chamber

They’re destined to see their own
holocaust. (11.18-22)

Due to the massive threat caused by the
virus, the human kinds have distanced
themselves.

Corona has compelled them to
forget every destructive historical event
such as genocide of the Jewish in Hitler’s
Gas Chamber. This is also the poet’s
emotional depiction of the pathetic story of
all humans to evoke the feeling of fear,
sadness, pity and sympathy to the readers’
mind to accept the present condition that is
similar to their own. Corona’s destructive
act is heightened to the level of ‘genocide
of the Jewish’ and ‘gas chamber’. Here, the
similarities of these events with their own
holocaust evokes the emotion of pity and
sympathy in the readership’s mind because
they are also facing the same.
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The following lines indicate the
further level of terror and consequent pains
in the humans during the time:

The mothers are hesitating to
breastfeed their kids

The sons are scared to bear their
diseased father

The crematories are void of
funeral-goers and grievers

No attendees are at weddings

The grooms are faltering to hold
the bride’s finger for a ring

The newlyweds on their
honeymoon are petrified to
share the bed (1. 52-57)

These lines point out that everyone in the
world was scared to do their usual acts due
to the threat of corona. For example,
mothers hesitated to breastfeed their kids.
So were sons to carry the body of their
deceased father. Funeral-goers and grievers
were not attending the funeral procession.
So, all the symmetries were empty. People
were not attending any wedding. Even the
grooms were scared to touch their newly
married brides. Almost all the human
beings were horrified and miserable. So, the
poet’s sketch of vivid picture of the painful
life of the human kinds touches the readers’
mind with the vibration to show pity and
sympathy to the humankind who, in reality,
are their own representatives.

Although the above extracts evoke
negative emotions of fear, sadness and pity
in the readers’ mind, the title begins with
the positive word, ‘equality’ that provokes
positive feeling of excitement, possibility
and hope. Pathos is not only a technique to
arouse negative emotion, but also a positive
one. Here, COVID-19 has been modelled as



the greater mediator than any other
powerful leaders from whom equality was
not possible in this earth till then. It is the
virus through whose threat, equality was
felt by entire human beings although its
treatment is destructive for each man. So,
the title, “Equality fetched by the fear of
tragedy” evokes positive vibes of
excitement and of gaining equality which
makes the readers satisfied, joyous and
hopeful. It is because corona has done full
justice to treat all types of humans, and thus
provides equality. So, the poet, being
optimistic, expresses his strong positive
emotion of hope to cause the readers to feel
equality as he has felt although it is fetched
by the fear and horror of tragic
circumstances caused by COVID-19. His
positive technique of pathos also evokes
their feeling of endurance to face the
corona’s devastation accepting the bitter
reality.

The next pandemic poem that uses
positive pathos through negative emotional
expression is Tika Atreya’s “Jhulkyos naya
jindagi”. The poem starts with the
following lines:

ha:ha:ka:r hudaicha bishwa ahile
salkera a:go sari

korona  ra:wanale  bhuwanma:
lya:yo ma:ha: hundari

sa:ra: shaktiharu jhare satahama:
Jhardai gayo shreshthata:

singo bishwa uja:d la:gcha ahile
chan sunyata: sunyata:

(The world is being horrific as if it

is in wild-fire due to a great storm

brought by corona, the Rawana. All

human powers fell onto the dust and

their greatness is still falling. Due to

this, the entire universe seems to be

deserted and desolate). (11. 1-4)

The speaker, in the above lines, points out
that the earth is burnt by the fire set by the
threat of COVID-19. The burning and
destructive  flames have brought a
distressing storm of agony, stress, tension,
anxiety and frustration to the entire
humanity. People who are in power are
falling badly and tragically to the dust.
They have been miserably isolated and the
earth itself has been deserted and desolate.

The extract is enriched with pathos.
The poet portrays the vivid picture of
corona pandemic and human anger and fear
in an outstanding way. Assuming corona as
the Rawana intends to show devastative
acts so as to evoke emotion of fear to the
readers’ mind and make the readers aware
of Rawana like corona and resist it. Here,
the poet seems to be exceptionally
emotional and expresses her anger against
the cruel but very powerful corona. This
arouses same kind of feeling of anger,
sadness, frustration and pain to the readers’
mind which cannot remain without
arousing feeling of sympathy towards the
characters’— who are the representative of
all humankinds— condition.

Then the poet presents how the
humans have been weakened even because
of such a tiny virus:

jha:rthyau asthi  bisha:l  ya:n
sahajai bhitrai basi ba:hira
ahile  shukshma  bishanuba:ta
darale ma:nche banyo tharthar
a:phnai  ha:ta Iluga: dala:na
gharaka: bandai gae dushmana
cha:ya:ma: pani mrityu lukcha
darale dera: jama:yo kina?
(Previously the man used to easily
drop even a huge plane down
outside sitting inside. But now, they
are shivering due to the fear of a
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small and tiny virus. One’s own
hands and cloths have been the
enemies. Death hides even in the
shadow causing fear. Why has fear
occupied everything including the
air?) (11. 5-8)

In these lines, pathos is used in the
speaker’s emotional description of the
pitiable and sorrowful state of the humans
who are great and used to do eminent and
remarkable works. But now they cannot do
even their usual works due to the fear of
small and tiny microscopic creature. The
lines are enriched with the emotionally
charged words such as ‘bishanu’, ‘tharthar’,
‘mrityu’, and ‘dusman’ to arouse emotion
of fear to the readers’ mind. In the same
way, the artistically created image
“chha:ya:ma: pani mrityu lukchha darale
(death hides even in the shadow causing
fear)”, and the speaker’s quivering state
draws the readers’ attention to be filled with
emotion of extreme fear and uncertainty.

The poem intensifies the picture of
terror in the following lines: “dharti yo
banyo ciha:na nabhanu bhannai pareko
cha ni/ a:kha:kai aghi ghumcha mrityu
bhu:mari khapnai pareko cha ni (Any how
this earth has changed into a tomb now. So,
we have to tremble because the death being
cyclone moves in front of our own eyes)”
(11. 9 —10). These lines are the examples of
the use of extreme pathos with the depiction
of the pitiable anecdote of the earth and its
owners. Their compulsion to be feared with
the death caused by corona and their
acceptance of earth as mere tomb displays
the readers’ boundless emotion of fear and
sympathy.

The kinesthetic imagery is the
major device the poet has used to create
pathos to appeal to the readers. Here,
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beautifully created dreadful images like
corona as the Rawana that brought a great
storm on this earth, death hiding even in the
shadow causing fear and again the death
moving in front of the eyes as a turbulence
have drawn the readers’ attention to be
filled with emotion of extreme fear and
uncertainty. The speaker’s fearful and
quivering state due to the global pandemic
gives vibration to the readers’ mind and
make them pitiable and hopeless. In the
same way, the poet’s use of metaphoric
comparison of the corona with ‘Rawana’,
the earth with ‘tomb’ and the world with ‘a
big kindled fire’ also arouses the feeling of
despair and desolation.

It is natural that a bright morning is
certain after each dark night. In the same
way, a new creation and a new life are also
possible after each destruction and each
death. So, the poet in her title, “Jhulkyos
naya jindagi” hopefully attempts to
provoke the readers’ positive emotion of
hope and aspiration for new life after each
death and devastation caused by corona
Rawana.

The following lines from the poem,
“Pharku ma ama ghara” by Kamal Koirala
are also the examples of this technique

eka:ek bi:sha:nu tibra gatima:
sansa:rama. phailiyo

kasto nishthu:ra rahecha ni yo aho
pizda: haza:rau diyo

yasto  bhu:mi catakka chodna
ahilyai ca:hachu maile tara

la:shaiko pulama: cadhera kasari:
pharku ma a:ma: ghara

(Accidentally deadly corona spread
all over the world and gave
thousands of troubles being
merciless. I definitely want to leave



this foreign land now, but how can I
return home crossing the bridge of
corpses, my dear mother?). (11. 1-4)

In this extract, the speaker is trying to
convince his mother that he is compelled to
cancel his plan to return his homeland due
to the sudden lockdown caused by the
outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic. It is
because  corona  virus has  been
unexpectedly spreading all over the world
causing enormous pain to the humankinds
especially to the millions and billions of
migrant workers.

The above poetic lines are enriched
with pathos especially in regard with the
poet’s use of anecdote (vivid portrayal of
the entire picture of the world during
COVID-19 pandemic). The extract
attempts to draw the awareness of the
readership to evoke their pity and sympathy
on the pathetic state of humankinds,
especially the migrant workers’ and the
sadness of the speaker’s mother. The poem
continues:

naka: banda bhayo ma a:una
kunai dekhdina sambha:vana

sima:mai alapatra  chan  ni
masangai  la:khau  karodau

zana.

ba:ce bhet hunecha a:uchu kasai:
merai pratikshya gara

ahile  sambha:vanai bhaena
kasari:  pharku: ma ama:
ghara

(I don’t see any possibility to return
because there is an unexpected
blockade due to which I along with
millions and billions of others have
been stranded. If I remain safe, I
will come to see you, but now there
is no possibility to return). (1. 5-8)

These lines, too, display the presence of
pathos in the description of the speaker’s
compulsive state caused by COVID-19
lockdown and his promise to meet his
mother after he comes out safe from the
pandemic. The speaker’s way of expressing
such pitiable condition and his feeling of
fear, confusion, uncertainty and the use of
dreadful images such as ‘nakabanda’
(blockade) and ‘alapatra’ (stranded)
undoubtedly evoke the readers’ emotion of
pity and sympathy.

The use of dreadful images as a
means of evoking emotion continues in the
poem:

purkha: veer bhaera ho ki
kahilyai la:gena kha:sai dara

a:phai  ka:pchu thararra a:za
kasari:  pharku ma a:ma:
ghara

sa:ra:  ma:rgaharu:  khaca:khac
bhae la:gyo culi la:shako

yasto sankatama: rahenani katai
ba:cne jhino a:sako

(It might be due to the bravery of
our forefathers that I did not use to
be scared of anything, but I am
trembling with fear now. How do I
return home? Entire ways are
crowded due to the pile of corpses.
So, I don’t have even a little hope to
be alive in such a crisis). (1l. 13-16)

Pathos can be sensed here in the poet’s
power of imagination, in the depiction of
the speaker’s emotional state of
hopelessness and uncertainty to meet his
mother. The utilization of pathos is equally
tasted in the artistic presentation of the
frightening words such as ‘kapchhu
tharthara’ (tremble), ‘khachakhach marga’
(crowded ways), ‘chuli lasako’ (pile of
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corpses) that provoke extreme emotion of
fear in the readers’ mind.

The poem attempts to draw the
awareness of the readership with an artistic
sketch of the vivid picture of agonistic
circumstances being resisted by entire
human beings across the globe due to the
trouble caused by COVID-19 pandemic.
So, the poet makes his effort to match his
feeling of fear with that of the readers’
feeling by the use of skillful though
frightening images such as riding on the
bridge of corpses and all the ways being
crowded due to the pile of corpses.
Likewise, the utilization of the words such
as ‘pida’ (pain), ‘nakabanda’ (blockade),
‘alapatra’ (stranded), ‘kapchhu’ (tremble),
‘khachakhach’ (crowded), ‘sangkat’ (crisis)
and ‘jhino ash’ (a little hope) showing the
chaos, confusion and hopeless condition of
the speaker, makes the readers pitiful and
empathetic towards him.

Similarly, Ramesh Gautam’s poem,
“Bashudha: roeko bela:” also picturizes a
terrible condition. The poet’s emotion is
expressed to move the readers with pathos.
He starts: “yati bela:/ bishwa:s cya:tiera/
abhishapta cha samaya (At present time
has been cursed getting its trust torn)” (11. 1-
3). This extract vividly picturizes the then
context of corona lockdown with the poet’s
imaginative power to contemplate about the
abstract thing, ‘time’, to be cursed with the
torn of another abstract thing, ‘trust’. It is
due to the threat of corona infection the
entire trust of the human kinds has been
torn apart and lost in the air. Meeting each
other— even with their dear ones— has
been banned. How pitiably the time has
been accursed that no freedom is for any
one.

The poetic lines are fully
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embellished with pathos with the poet’s use
of words like ‘chyatiera’ [torn] and
‘abhishapta’ [injured] that gives a kind of
vibration to the mind of the readers in the
beginning to draw further attention to the
next part of the poem. The presence of
pathos is clearly seen in these lines and it
has consequently developed with further
stanzas. The following lines provide the
next example: “basudha:/ a:ha:t banera/
yahi abhisaptata:le/ a:nsu pushche (Being
injured the mother earth wipes her tear with
the same curse)” (11. 4-7). These lines depict
the earth’s condition with the realistic
imagery in an abstract way. The poet has
filled the earth with human (woman)
emotion and made her cry being worried
about the miserable condition of her and her
offsprings caused by bad consequences of
corona lockdown. So, the readers are filled
with sympathy and pity in their mind due to
the condition.

The following lines from the poem

further present this
“ma:ncheharuko sapana:/ a:zako sansa:r/

condition:

sambedanako sa:garama./ dubeko cha yati
bela: (The earth and its people including
their dreams are drowned into the ocean of
sympathy)” (11. 8-11). Due to the accidental
appearance of corona virus, its devastation
and nightmarish lockdown caused by it,
massive number of human kinds have been
victim of death. Some of them are
struggling with it for their new life and rest
of them have been so mournful, and,
therefore, have plunged into the ocean of
sympathy.

So, the portrayal of vivid picture of
the painful condition of human kinds is so
artistic where there lies pathos to evoke
feeling of sympathy on the lamentation of
the mother earth. The poem further depicts



the sketch of the pathetic condition of the
human kinds in this way:

ma:nche

bardit astitwa bokera

bardit ma:nab sabhyata: dorya:era
disha:hin daudeko cha

a:stha:ko khojima:

zibantata:ko khozima:

sazibata:ko khozima: !

a:za

basudha: roeki che

(Humans are running without any
direction with damaged existence
and damaged human civilization
questing for faith, new life and new
existence. So, at present, the mother
earth is crying). (1l. 29-37)

The aforementioned lines of the poem state
that due to the massive threat of COVID-19
and the lockdown, humans’ cultures and
traditions to get together are shattered into
pieces. Their hopes and aspiration, and
dreams and directions are stuck on the half
ways. Neither there is any direction to move
nor any safe place to live in. They are
compelled to live with their damaged
existence and civilization. And therefore,
they are in search of new life and new
existence. As a result, the mother earth—
mournful in their condition— laments.

The speaker’s emotional sketch of a
plight of the mother earth— which becomes
so mournful on the loss and damage,
directionless, and uncertain existence of the
human beings— is pitiable. Such a
condition arouses the same sensations in the
readers’ mind. The title, “Basudha: roeko
bela:” (“While the mother earth was
crying”) itself is pathetic and sympathetic

as well. It is natural that a mother weeps
with pain whenever she becomes upset,
nervous or worried about her and her
children’s bad condition. It is contextually
revealed that the mother earth was filled
with woman’s emotion and she was
unhappy with the spread of the COVID-19,
its pandemic and lockdown. So, the poet’s
imaginative and emotional power of
expression with some artifacts like
anecdote (pathetic story) of earth and its
people, imageries such as all the human
dreams are being drown in the ocean of
compassion and running without direction,
and the choice of words such as ‘runu’ (to
cry), ‘samavedana’ (sympathy) and
‘dubeko’ (drown), make the readers
emotional.

Conclusion

Pathos, one of the modes of
persuasion, demands power of imagination,
emotion and feeling of the poets in order to
arouse same in the mind of readership. The
afore-examined and analyzed poems
composed during the COVID-19 global
pandemic share more or less common
themes of hope and excitement, anger and
anxiety, stress and fear, depression,
separation and loneliness, deprivation and
triviality and many other sufferings. On the
one hand, the two poems, “Pharku ma ama
ghara” and “Basudha: roeko bela” dispose
the arrays out of the negative pathos that
induces emotion of anger, fear of death,
sadness and uncertainty of life and future,
and pity and sympathy to the mind of the
readership. And, on the other hand, other
two poems namely, “Equality fetched by
the fear of tragedy” and “Jhulkyos naya
jindagi” unveil the positive pathos that
evokes the readers’ feeling of a little hope
for equality and creative life. Therefore,
these poems exceptionally explore pathos
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with regard of their composition, thematic pathos, the poets expect to have an intimate

presentation, and stylistic and characteristic connection with the readers to impose them
features like  anecdote,  imageries, to support their emotional point of views
metaphors and emotionally charged words. about the corona pandemic.

Through the substantial utilization of
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Abstract

This study tests the socio-economic impact of joint land ownership (JLO) on women
empowerment of Sunsari, Nepal using two period panel data before and after JLO of the
same respondents since 2015 to 2020 AD. As the nature of data properties, logistic
regression model is employed. The research includes the standard indicators to quantify the
status of JLO and its socio-economic impact on women empowerment. In this study, status of

women empowerment before and after JLO is indicated by JLO land location as dependent

variables and land size, income, occupation, ethnicity, household size, housing condition,

household decision, cooperative member, property ownership as independent variables
measured in percentage. Logistic regression result shows statistically significant impact of
JLO on land size, occupation, ethnicity, household decision and cooperative membership
having p-value less than 5 percent. The estimated results from the econometric estimation
suggests appropriate policy correction to participate women in JLO program for their socio-

economic empowerment through JLO in Nepal.

Keywords: socio-economic characteristics, joint land ownership, women,

empowerment
Introduction

Land as a natural resource has
almost become very useful for human
beings since the beginning of human
civilization. Cai et al., (2020) argued that it
is regarded as the most important form of
property and its possession refers to
economic well-being, social status and
political power. Cherchi et al., (2019)
stated ownership of land can thus be
important in promoting the well-being,
property control and empowerment of
women. But in practice, few South Asian
women gradually inherit and fewer control
land as property. Research showed that
there was a vast gap between land laws and
its implementation due to number of factors
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(law of inheritance, patriarchal ideology,
post-marital residence, village exogamy)
constraining women in exercising their
legal claims in land property (Bhalotra, S.,
et al., 2020).

Central Beuro of Statistics (CBoS)
(2011) reported that female ownership of
land and building was 19.71 percent
(26.77 percent and 18.02 percent were
recorded in urban and areas respectively)
while it was recorded 11.7 percent in the
census 2001 AD. The government of
Nepal through JLO policy (2011) has
ensured that families can transfer
ownership of land from husband to wife by
paying a fee of rupees 100. Furthermore,
Government of Nepal (GoN) (2010) made
the provision of 25 to 40 percent discount

Koshi Pravah |

75



76

in land registration in the names of
women.

Community Self-Reliance Centre
(CSRC) Nepal (2017) stated that after
intervention of joint land ownership
policy, the lands jointly owned by spouses
thus cannot be sold only by husband or
wife without mutual agreement. As a
result, women have become powerful and
secure in their homes. However, there is a
guarantee to simplify the procedure in the
registration of land for Nepalese women
(i.e. JLO policy, 25-40 percent discount in
land registration for women).

The Constitution of Nepal 2015, article
38(6), as per the JLO policy (2011), had the
provision for the equal right to property and
family affairs. But the data showed that as
the 51.5% women population had 20%
ownership on land and building; whereas,
10118 couples had JLO registration
(CSRC, 2021). Comparing with data,
Nepali women had very limited or no
effective control over household decision-
making and ownership and effective
control of the land (Rawal & Agrawal,
2016).

This study is essential for two reasons.
First, this study presents an overview and
synthesis of research on status of joint land
ownership and socio-economic impact of
joint land  ownership on women
empowerment. Second, it provides
empirical evidence of the relationship
between joint land ownership and socio-
economic characteristics of JLO holding
women using pre-test and post-test data of
Sunsari in Nepal. The overall objective of
the study is to identify and analyze the
impact of joint land ownership to women
empowerment of Sunsari district of Nepal.
The specific objectives are: to identify the
status of joint land ownership; to analyse
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the socio-economic impact of joint land
ownership; and to analyse women
empowerment  through  joint  land
ownership.

Review of Literature

Various literatures related with joint
land ownership and its impact on women
empowerment have been reviewed to find
the research gap for the study. The review
on the global context of JLO showed that
there was diverse percentage of land
ownership in the name of women in the
world. Holden and Bezu (2013), in the
survey report of Stein T Holden and Sosina
Bezu from 2007 to 2012, included 615
households that received a joint land
certificate. It was an increase from 61.7
percent to 82.4 percent in Southern-
Ethiopia as the provision of JLC that began
from 2005.

Similarly, Burnod et al. (2012), in
the study that surveyed nine districts
covering 1800 households found that 6
percent of plots that are marital property
were registered jointly, 12 percent was
registered in the name of the wife and 82
percent was registered in the name of the
husband. However, while Widman and
Hart (2019) found that only 3 to 4 percent
of land by then had become jointly titled in
Madagascar. The ownership was found
high in Rwanda. Bayisenge (2018) found
that women mainly gained access to land as
wives in their husbands' family in Rwanda.
During 2010-2013, 10.3 million land
parcels were recorded countrywide while
81 percent land titles were joint, 11 percent
by women and 6 percent by male. Out of
this, 33 percent of joint title holding were
the women of 35-60 age.

The Nepali context was not found
much different from the global one. The



joint land ownership (JLO) here means to
own the rights on the land jointly by the
spouses. Land is considered as measure of
property in Nepalese society (CSRC,
2017). JLO is recommended having
common rights over the land for the spouse
in order to maintain peace and harmony,
security of property in society (CDS, 2013).
Chakrabarti (2018) surveyed on female
land ownership and fertility in Nepal and
reported that Asian countries had 8 to 13
percent land ownership in joint title.

CSRC (2020) reported that after the
JLO intervention in Nepal, 8367 spouses in
37 districts of Nepal signed joint ownership
certificates on 2058 hectares of land by the
end of March 2019. Relatively, the data
showed that the policy of the government of
Nepal on the joint ownership of land was
not spread enough to its acting bodies in
many parts of the country. It was not a great
increase from the CBS (2011) report that
showed 19.7 percent of women own 5
percent of the total land in Nepal and only
11 percent of those women had control of
their land. The landed ownership of women
was high in the urban areas in the eastern
part of the country. In 30 percent of the
families in Kathmandu and Kaski, women
owned some land. (Oxfam et al. 2016;
Alden Wiley et al. 2008).

The condition of land ownership in
the name of women in Nepal is found to be
related to the government policy as well.
The Constitution of Nepal (2015), in its
article 25, guaranteed land ownership as
one of the most elaborated and extensive
form of fundamental rights. It was taken to
be a cornerstone for establishment of equal
and righteous society. The constitution
itself has guaranteed equality between and
among its citizen and other Acts such as,

Domestic Violence (Crime and

Punishment) Act, 2008, Gender Equality
Act, 2015, and Country Civil (Code) Act
2017 are in place to promote and protect
every sphere of rights of a woman. In this
part, customary laws such as Muluki Ain
1853 and Country Civil Code 2017, Land
Reform Act 1964, Joint Land Ownership
Policy 2011 and some international
conventions have the provisions of women
land ownership rights. Besides these laws,
in 2011, the government of Nepal
introduced a policy of Joint land Ownership
(JLO). This provided an easy mechanism
for husbands and wives to register their land
in both their names, paying a mere rupee
100 as a registration fee to the land revenue
office. A woman gets a minimum of 25-50
percent tax exemption during land
registration. So, women participation in
joint land ownership program increased
since the policy implication.

Unlike most other existing studies, this
research primarily has focused on socio-
economic status of JLO holding women
before and after JLO intervention. Further,
study has captured relation between JLO
and women empowerment within the pre-
test and post-test data of JLO with standard
estimation methods. Lastly, it has
suggested the empirical findings of the
associations  between  socio-economic
characteristics and joint land ownership for
women for further policy initiations.

Conceptual Framework

The sole land ownership of male that
has been later co-owned with his spouses
has been taken as joint land ownership
(JLO). The socio-economic impact of such
co-owning on women’s empowerment is
the focus of the study. Here, I had adapted
the framework to focus specifically on
women empowerment through joint land
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ownership. Here, women empowerment
through JLO factors (single and joint land
ownership, land size and location and use
of land) is the dependent variable and
demographic factors (age, ethnicity,
education, health, household size and
condition); social factors (decision making

Figure 1

Conceptual Framework

Size

* Women Land
Ownership (Single/
Joint)

* Use of JLO land

C Land Location and w

power, control access,

property

involvement in cooperative, credit access);
economic factors (occupation, income and
saving, entrepreneurship) are independent
variables (Akter etal.,2017). The modified
framework has been presented here in
figure 2.1 as

( * Age R
* Ethnicity

e Education
e Health
» HH Size/ Condition

Demographic J
Factors

WOMEN

EMPOWERMENT

S Joint Land
Ownership
Status
Social Factors
(

» Decision Power

* Property control
access

* Involvement in
Cooperative
\ Credit Access

)

Economic
Factors ™\

* Occupation
* Income and Saving
* Entrepreneuship

.

Conceptual Framework modified source from Dabissa (2013), Meinzen-Dick et al., (2019)

and Haque et al., (2020)
Methods

Inferential analysis is used to
analyze possible variables of survey and its
measurements which has helped to
determine significance of the study. The
analysis has included summary statistics,
correlation among the variables, binary
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logistic regression, post estimation test,
multicollinearity, hetero-skedascticity and
the final regression result. Similarly, Collin
test was also performed in order to settle the
problem of multicollinearity.




Data and Variables

The study has sought to explore the
relationship between dependent variable
(women empowerment through JLO land)
and the independent socio-economic
variables such as land size, income,
occupation, ethnicity, household size,

The Model

household decision and cooperative
membership along with the property
ownership of women. The study has tried to
find out whether JLO significantly
empowered women socio-economically in
Nepal. Data from survey of District Lard
Forum, Sunsari from 2015 to 2020 have
been used.

Binary Logistic model has been applied for the inferential analysis. This model can be

expressed as (Devkota et al., 2018):

The effect of X on the response probabilities P(y=j/x) can be estimated by using binary

logit model as:

eZl eZl

- + -
1+e?t  1+e™ %

PC) = F(Z) =

eZl eZl

1+e?l  1+4e~Z

P(y=j/x) =F(Z;) =

Where,
P= Probability of the outcomes
Bo = Constant Coefficient
Bi....Bn= Coefficient

Xli.....Xni = Independent Variables
W; = error terms

(i)

Therefore, based on the model, the final equation is:

JLO_LandLocation = 8, + 1 Landsize + [,Income + [30ccupation +
BsEthnicity + fsHouseholdsize + BgHouseholddecision +
B, Cooperativemembership + fgProperty ownership........................(ii)

Where,
Y= Dependent variable

Bo = Constant coefficient

Bi, Ba. . .. Bg = coefficient of independent variables

X1i - Xni= Independent variables
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Results and Discussion
Analysis

In this segment of the study,
variables have been analyzed on the basis
of their observation, mean, minimum and
maximum value, and standard deviation as
presented in table. Under this, all the

values of zero and one where zero holds
minimum value and one maximum value.
Here, one represents yes and zero
otherwise. Zero and one can also be
interpreted as dummy variables and other
remaining values can be stated as numeric

variables except land size, income, variables.

household size have been assigned the

Table 1

Summary Statistics
Variables Obs Mean Std. Dev. Min Max
Land location 222 2342342 4244764 0 1
Land size 222 3.765766 6.116035 2 30.2
Income 162 9115.432 4327.531 2000 32000
Occupation 222 A171171 3222865 0 1
Ethnicity 222 1.81982 1.270609 1 5
Hh_size 222 4.558559 7808185 3 7
Hh_decision 222 2972973 4581014 0 1
Coop Member 222 463964 4998267 0 1
P ownership 222 2972973 4581014 0 1

From the table 1, it presents the
relationship  between the dependent
variable and independent variables. Results
show that only 23.42 percent of the
respondents have ownership of land in
urban location with .4244764 standard
deviation. The average land size of
respondents is 3.765766 Katha with
6.116035 standard deviation and minimum
size of land .2 kattha and maximum 30.2
kattha. The average monthly income of
respondents is rupees 9115.432 and
4327.531 standard deviation with minimum
income rupees 2000 and maximum income
rupees 32000. Looking towards occupation
of respondents, mean and standard
deviation are .1171172 and .3222865
respectively.  Similarly talking about
ethnicity of respondents, ethnic group of 1-
2 have the majority involvement in the JLO
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registration with  1.270609  standard
deviation. The average household size is
4.55 with maximum value 7 and minimum
value 3. Looking towards household
decision of respondents, 29.73 percent have
the decision access in household and .4581
standard deviation. Similarly taking about
cooperative membership, 46.40 percent
respondents have got membership of
cooperative. Looking towards property
ownership in the household, 29.73 percent
of respondents have access on property
ownership in the family with 4581
standard deviation.

Specification Error

The Stata command link test can be
used to detect a specification error, and it is
used after the logit or logistic command.
The idea behind link test is that if the model



is properly specified, one should not be able
to find any additional predictors that are
statistically significant except by chance.

It has come to know that hat value
statistically insignificant and _hatsq value
is not statistically significant. The hat
value is 0.000 and _hatsq value is 0.181. So,
we can conclude that we have chosen few
meaningful predictors and the few variables
are wrong or have errors and few of them
are correct.

Goodness of Fit

For the goodness of fit, most
commonly used test of model fit is the
Hosmer and Lemeshow’s goodness-of-fit
test. The idea behind the Hosmer and
Lemeshow’s goodness-of-fit test, the
predicted  frequency observed
frequency should match closely and that the
more closely they match, the better the fit.
When performed goodness of fit, the result
obtained for model is Prob > chi2 = 0.9927.
In order to goodness of fit, p-value should

and

be greater than 5 percent i.e. 0.05 and so we

can say that there is a goodness of fit in our
models.

Other Diagnostics (Fitstat)

There are many other measures of
model fit, such AIC (Akaike Information
Criterion) and BIC (Bayesian Information
Criterion). This helps to determine
goodness of fit. We look towards count R2
in this diagnostic and the more it is, more
its better. The count R2 for model is 0.877
which is higher than 0.7, so it is excellent.

Correlation

Correlation analysis is a statistical
study the closeness of
relationship between two or more variables.
In this part we are analyzing the relation
between each variable that how they are
correlated with each other. The table given
below shows the relation between
dependent and independent variable as well
between independent variables. In the given
table land location is in dependent
variables; whereas, others are dependent
variables

tool used to

Table 2
Correlation
Variables Land Land  Income Occupa Ethnicit HH Si HH de Coop P_Own
Location size tion y ze cision  member ership
Land Location 1.0000
Land size -0.1844  1.000 0
Income 0.0932 0.2029  1.0000
Occupation 0.2474 0.2065 0.4401  1.0000
Ethnicity 0.5266 -0.1650 0.1034 0.0684  1.0000
HH_Size -0.1671  -0.2166 -0.3830 -0.1999 -0.1308 1.0000
HH_decision 0.2976 0.0326 0.3829 0.0393 0.3743 -0.0904 1.0000
Coop_member  -0.0654 -0.0627 0.2531 -0.0673 0.1073 -0.0501 0.2705  1.0000
P_Ownership 0.2678 0.0447 03273 0.0742 0.3431 -0.0580 0.8450 0.2443 1.0000
In the given correlation table, land decision, cooperative membership and
location is dependent variable and others property ownership are independent
like land size, income, occupation, variables. Looking towards the data, it
ethnicity, household size, household shows that land location has negative
Koshi Pravah | 81



82

relation with land size, household size and
cooperative membership and positive
relation with rest independent variables.
For instance, land ownership empowers
respondents to the income, occupation,
ethnicity, household decision and property
ownership in a positive manner. However,
there is somehow good relationship
between land location and other
independent variables.

Post Estimation Result

Green (2003) argued that cross-
sectional data analysis includes two
problems:
explanatory
Heteroscedasticity test in the error term. To
overcome this, the Variance inflation factor
(VIF) test was performed to deal with the
problem of multicollinearity. The VIF
estimates how much the variance of
regression coefficient is inflated due to
multicollinearity in the model. In this study,
they are generally performed to test if there
is any repetition or similarity in between the

multi-collinearity among
variables and

data sets and only if the data sets are free
from multi-collinearity further steps can be
taken accordingly.

Multicollinearity

Multicollinearity refers to the
presence of linear relationship or non-linear

Table 3

Heteroscedasticity

relationship between explanatory variables.
Aylin (2010) stated that multicollinearity is
a state where two or more variables have
linear relation. It occurs when independent
variables in a regression model are
correlated. Choumert and Phelinas (2015)
mentioned that if Variance Inflating Factor
(VIF) value does not exceed 10 then the
study is free from multicollinearity in our
regression model.

Variance inflating factor as per the
calculation for model is 1.97 and if VIF is
greater  than 10, there exists
multicollinearity. So, this data set has no
multicollinearity. The assumption is that
there is no multicollinearity if the data set is
less than 10.

Heteroscedasticity

Heteroscedasticity refers to the
circumstance in which the variability of a
variable is unequal across the range of
values of a second variable that predicts it
Klein et al. (2016). Heteroscedasticity is the
variability of one variable is not equal
across range of another variable that is
predicted. It occurs when there is difference
in variance of the error term for the range of
observation.

. hettest

Breusch-Pagan / Cook-Weisberg test for heteroskedasticity

Ho: Constant variance

Variables: fitted values of land location
chi2(1) = 43.33

Prob > chi2 = 0.0000
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It is important to identify the
Heteroscedasticity as the results to be
ruined when regression analysis is running.
In our data set, looking towards hettest, the
result appeared for the model is prob>Chi2
=0.0000. The assumption shows that there
is presence of heteroscedasticity if the value
is less than 0.05. So, there is presence of
heteroscedasticity in case of model.

Final Regression Result

In statistics, the robustness tests has
been emerged as a response to uncertainty

faced by social scientist in specifying the
empirical models (Plumper, 2017). Robust
standard error is a technique applied for
obtaining unbiased standard errors of OLS
under heterocidasticity or can be
understood as the activities conducted
when performing the activities like the task
and solution. It can be analyzed by three
processes, i.e logit coefficient, odd ration
and marginal effect as:

Table 4
Final Regression

Variables (1) Logit Model (2) Odd Ratio (3) Marginal Effect

Land Location

Land size 0.859** 0.859%** -0.0149%%**
(0.0519) (0.0519) (0.00574)

Income 1.000* 1.000* -1.69¢-05%*

(9.29¢-05) (9.29¢-05) (9.01e-06)

Occupation 20.52%%* 20.52%** 0.297%**
(18.18) (18.18) (0.0785)

Ethnicity 2.393%** 2.393%** 0.0859***
(0.515) (0.515) (0.0178)

HH_Size 0.423%* 0.423* -0.0848%*
(0.208) (0.208) (0.0482)

HH_decision 8.749%** 8.749%* 0.213**
(9.081) (9.081) (0.101)

Coop_member 0.273** 0.273%** -0.128%*
(0.164) (0.164) (0.0526)

P_Ownership 0.938 0.938 -0.00628
(0.767) (0.767) (0.0805)

Constant 7.135 7.135
(19.30) (19.30)

Observations 162 162 162

Robust see form in parentheses
*#% p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1

Findings

In logistic regression, the odd ratio
represents the constant effect of a predictor
X on the likelihood that one outcome will
occur. In regression models, we often want
a measure of the unique effect of each X
and Y. In the table 3.3, there are five

variables like land size, occupation,
ethnicity,  household
cooperative membership are significant
having p-value less than 5 percent. It means
they have positive relationship with JLO
land.

decision  and

With further analysis, we calculate
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marginal effects of variables which are a
useful way to describe the average effect of
changes in explanatory (independent)
variables on the change in the probability of
outcomes in logistic regression and other
nonlinear models. In marginal effects, we
have five significant variables which are
land size, occupation, ethnicity, household
decision and cooperative membership
respectively. The major findings that have
been highlighted from the analysis have
been presented below.

Findings from Descriptive Analysis

Analyzing the socio-economic
impact on women empowerment
comparing before and after JLO, we found
the positive change on household decision
making power, property access control,
cooperative membership, income
generation, saving creation, credit access
have been increased by 56.76 %. 15.32%,
69.37%, 87.12%, 270% and 241%
respectively. Similarly, we found 77% JLO
women are from remote area, 74% of JLO
land is utilized for both housing and
agriculture, 58% of JLO registration land
size is less than 1 kattha (3645 sq feet), 65%
respondents are Adivasi, and 73.88%
respondents have reading and writing level
of education, and 22.53% respondents have
RCC housing condition. Findings show that
JLO has the significant impact on women
empowerment.

Findings from Inferential Analysis

Those variables whose p-value is
less than 0.05 do affect the land location
significantly. Increase in significant
household  decision,
occupation, ethnicity, there is positive
effect on land location.
significant variables like land size,
cooperative membership and household

variables  like

Increase in
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size, there is negative effect on land
location. Increase in household decision,
occupation, ethnicity with odds ratio of
increased land location by 8.75, 20.52, 2.40
then the marginal effects are positive. It
means land location also increased by 0.21,
0.30 and 0.09 times with a marginal change
on respective variables. Increase in land
size and cooperative member with odds
ratio of increased land location by 0.86 and
0.27 then the marginal effects are negative.
It means the effect on land location
decreased by 0.015 and 0.13 times with a
marginal change in respective variables

Conclusion

The result of survey and data
analysis in Sunsari shows that joint land
ownership of women has significant
relation to land size, occupation, household
decision, cooperative membership, ethnic
group. It means higher the JLO registration
higher the women empowerment on
significant factors of JLO. The result
further suggests to review the existing
policies related to the land registration like
customary laws, Muluki Ain 1853 and
Country Civil Code 2017, Land Reform Act
1964, Constitution of Nepal 2015, Joint
Land  Ownership  Policy 2011 and
international convention focusing on
women land ownership rights.

Implications

For the effectiveness of JLO on
women empowerment, the following
reforms are suggested to the stakeholders:

e Since the JLO intervention in 2011
AD, the JLO registration is not
significantly increasing in Nepal
comparing  the  total land
registration. So, awareness program
should be conducted awareness
program by government authority



on importance and application of e The women of JLO holding should
JLO. be encouraged and provided easy

e The land ownership should not be home loan at low rate of interest by

transformed on the nature of
patriarchal and law of inheritance.

the formulation of loan policy of
financial intuitions and banks.

In case of spouses, there should be e JLO holding women must cooperate
compulsory provision of joint land with her husband for mutual
registration  in  property  of cooperation to avoid misuse of land
inheritance and newly purchased resources.
land.
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